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A To the SEVENTH EDITION. 
SOME notice of the extraordi- 
nary ſucceſs of this little volume, | 
«id oi and the various improvements it | 
has undergone, will not, we | 


hope, be thought unneceſlary. | 
The firſt edition contained no | 


[ more than what was writt en by | 
Baron Munchauſen, and "includes 3 
Chapters 25 3 4 5, and 6 only - | 

. . all the other Chapters are the pro- | 
N duction of another pen, written 1 


in the Baron's manner, To the 
a 3 ſame 


(vw ) 
ſame perſon the Public is alfo 
indebted for the Plates with 
which the book is now embel- 
liſhed. - 

Some of the hints, and a few 
| of the facts, are taken from Lu- 
cian's True Hiſtory,” as he iron- 
ically calls it ; partioularly a ſhort 
account of ſuch things as were 
| diſcovered in the Moon. Luci- 


an's motives for writing ſuch ex- 
traordinary tales were partly to 


| entertain the reader after more ſe- 


vere ſtudies, and partly as a ſatire 


upon ſome writers who had rela- 
ted a number of monſtrous and in- 
credible ſtories in their works. 


Baron 


4 * 
Baron Munchau ſen is a man of 
great original humour ; and hav- 
ing found that prejudiced minds 


cannot be reaſoned into common 


ſenſe, and that bold aflertors are 
very apt to bully their audience 


out of it, he never argues with 


either of them, but adroitly turns 
the converſation upon indifferent 
topics, and then tells a ſtory of 
his travels, campaigns, and adven- 
tures, in a manner peculiar to 
himſelf, and well calculated to 
awaken and put to ſhame the prac= 


tice of lying, or, as it 1s politely 


called, drawing the long bow. 
” The 


4 


The ſudden eſtimation which 


this work is grown into (having 
paſſed ſix editions within a ſhort 
period) is a ſtrong proof that the 
Public have ſeen its moral tenden- 
cy in a proper light it might 
have been intitled, with great pro- 
priety, TE LIAR's MoniTok : 


—for, ſurely, no vice is more con- 


temptible than a habit of abuſing 


the ears of our friends with falſe- 

| hoods. 

The firſt edition,. for want of 

more matter,, was comparatively- 

flow in fale ; but the whole of the- 

ſubſequent impreſſions were pur- 
chaſed: 


0 


64425 


chaſed within a ſhort time after 


they were printed. 


In the preface to GULLIveR's © 


TRAvELs, which is a fine piece 


of irony, we find the following 


paſſage : 


« There is an air of truth ap- 
* parent through the whole of 
ce theſe travels; and, indeed, the 
author was ſo diſtinguiſhed for 
25 veracity, that it became a ſort 


te of proverb among his neigh- 


* 


© bours, when any one affirmed 

te a thing, it was as true as if Mr. 

*© GULLIVER had ſpoken it.” 
The Editor of theſe Adven- 


tures humbly hopes they will 


alſo 


( 14:3 | 
alſo be received with the fame _ 
marks of reſpect, and the excla- OY 
mation of THAT'S A MUNCHAU= | 


SEN ! given hereafter to every ar- 2p 
| 


ticle of authentic intelligence. 


CON. 
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CHAP. "BE 


The Baron relates an account of bis firſt 
travels. — The aſtoniſping effects of a 
ſtorm. — Arrives at Ceylon; combats 
and conquers two extraordinary oppo- 
nents.— Returns 40 Holland. 


805 E years . my beard an- 

nounced approaching manhood, 
| or, in other words, when I was neither 
man nor boy, but between both, I 
expreſſed in repeated converſations a 
ſtrong deſire of ſeeing the world, from 
which 1 was Giſcouragenl by my, pa- 


* The Baron 1s ſuppoſed to relate theſe adventures 
to his friends, over a bottle. 
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rents, though my father had been no 
inconſiderable traveller himſelf, as will 


appear before I have reached the end 


of my ſingular, and, I may add, in- 


tereſting, adventures. A couſin, by my 


mother's ſide, took a liking to me, of- 
ten ſaid | was a- fine forward youth, 
and was much inclined to gratify my 


curioſity. His eloquence had more ef- 
fect than mine, for my father conſented 
to my accompanying him in a voyage 


to the iſland of Ceylon, where his 
uncle had reſided as governor many 
years. ht WL. 
We failed from Amſterdam with 
diſpatches from their High Mighti- 
neſſes the States of Holland. The only 
circumſtance which happened on our 
voyage worth relating, was the wonder- 


ful effects of a ſtorm, which had torn 
up by the roots a great number of 


trees of enormous bulk and height, 


(in 
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G 
(in an iſland where we lay at anchor to 
take in wood and water); ſome of theſe 
trees weighed many tons, yet they were 
carried by the wind ſo amazingly high, 
that they appeared like the feathers 
of ſmall birds floating in the air, for 
they were at leaſt five miles above the 
earth : however, as ſoon as the ſtorm 
ſubſided, they all fell perpendicularly 
into their reſpective places, and took 
root again, except the largeſt, which 
happened, when it was blown into the 
air, to have a man and his wife, a very 
| honeſt old couple, upon its branches, 
gathering cucumbers, (in this part of 
the globe, that uſeful vegetable grows 
upon trees); the weight of this couple, 
as the tree deſcended, overbalanced the 
trunk, and brought it down in an ho- 
rizontal poſition: it fell upon the chief 
man of the iſland, and killed him on 
che ſpot; he had quitted his houſe in 
B 2 the 
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[the ſtorm, under an apprehenſion of 
its falling upon him, and was return- 
ing through his own garden when this 
fortunate accident happened. — The 
word fortunate, here, requires ſome ex- 
planation. — This chief was a man of 
a very avaricious and oppreflive diſpo- 
ſition, and though he had no family, 
the natives of the iſland were half- 
ſtarved by his oppreſſive and infamous 
impoſitions. 

The very goods which he had thus 
taken from them were ſpoiling in his 
ſtores, while the poor wretches from 

whom they were plundered were pin- 

ing in poverty. Though the deſtruc- 

tion of this tyrant was accidental, the 

people choſe the cucumber- gatherers 

for their governors, as a mark of their 

N gratitude, for deſtroying, though acci- 
dentally, their late tyrant. 
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After we had repaired the damages 
we ſuſtained in this remarkable ſtorm, 
and taken leave of the new governor 
and his lady, we ſailed with a fair wind 
for the object of our voyage. 

In about ſix weeks we arrived at 
Ceylon, where we were received with 
great marks of friendſhip and true po- 
litenefs. The following ſingular ad- 
venture may not prove unentertaining. 

After we had relided at Ceylon 


about a fortnight, I accompanied one 


of the governor's brothers upon a 
ſhooting party, He was a ſtrong 
athletic man, and being uſed to that 
climate (for he had reſided there ſome 


years), he bore the violent heat of the 


ſun much better than I could; in our 
excurſion, he had made a - conſiderable 
progreſs through a thick wood when 


I was only at the entrance. 
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Near the banks of a large piece of 
water, which had engaged my atten- 
tion, I thought I heard a ruſtling 
noiſe behind; on turning about, I was 
almoſt petrified (as who would not?) 
at the ſight of a hon, which was evi- 
dently approaching with an intention 
of ſatisfying his appetite with my poor 
carcaſs, and that without aſking my 
"conſent. — What was to be done in 
this horrible dilemma ? -I had not even 
a moment for reflection; my piece 
was only charged with ſwan ſhort, and 
I had no other about me: however, 
though I could have no idea of killing 
ſuch an animal with that weak kind of 


ammunition,. yet I had fome hopes of : 


frightening him by the report, and per- 
haps of wounding him alſo. I imme- 
diately let fly, without waiting till he 


was within reach; and the report did. 


but enrage him, for he now quickened 


his 
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his pace, and ſeemed to approach me 


- full ſpeed: I attempted to eſcape, 


but that only added (if an addition 
could be made) to my diſtreſs ; for 
the moment I turned about, I found a 


large crocodile, with his mouth extend- 
ed almoſt ready to receive me; on my 


right hand was the piece of water be- 
fore-mentioned, and on my left a deep 


precipice, ſaid to have, as I have ſince 
learned, a receptacle at the bottom for 


venomous creatures; in ſhort,” J gave 


myſelf up as loſt, for the lion was now 
upon his hind-legs, juſt in the act of 
ſeizing me: I fell involuntarily to the 


ground with fear, and, as it afterwards 
appeared, he ſprang over me. I lay ſome 
time in a ſituation which no language 
can deſcribe, expecting to feel his teeth 
or talons in ſome part of me every mo- 


ment: after waiting in this proſtrate 


ſiruation a few ſeconds, 1 heard a vio- 
lent 
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tent but unuſual noiſe, different from 
any ſound that had ever before aſſail- 
ed my ears; nor is it at all to be won- 
dered at, when I inform you from 
whence it proceeded : after liſtening 
for ſome time, I ventured to raiſe my 
head and look round, when, to my un+ 
ſpeakable Joy, I perceived the hon had, 
by the eagerneſs with which he ſprung 
at me, jumped forward as I fel}, into 
the crocodile's mouth! which, as be- 
fore obſerved, was wide open; the 
head of the one ſtuck in the throat of 
the other! and they were ſtruggling to 


extricate themſelves : I fortunately re- 


collected my couteau de chaſſe which 
was by my ſide; with this inſtrumens 
J ſevered the lion's head at one blow, 
and the body fell at my feet! I then, 
with the but-end of my fowling-piece, 


rammed the head farther into the throat 


of the crocodile, and deſtroyed him 
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by ſuffocation, for he could neither 
' gorge nor eject it. 

Soon after I had thus gained a com- 
plete victory over my two powerful ad- 
verſaries, my companion arrived in 
ſearch of me; for, finding I did not 
follow him into the wood, he return- 
ed, apprehending I had loſt my way, 
-or met with ſome accident. 

After mutual congratulations, we 
meaſured the crocodile, which was juſt 
forty feet in length. 

As ſoon as we had related this extra- 
ordinary adventure to the governor, he 
ſent a waggon and ſervants, who 
brought home the two carcaſes. The 
lion's ſkin was properly preſerved, 
with its hair on; after which it was 
made into tobacco-pouches, and pre- 
ſented by me upon our arrival in Hol- 
land to the burgomaſters, who in re- 

| turn 
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curn requeſted my acceptance of a 

thouſand ducats. 
The ſkin of the crocodile was mu 
ed in the uſual manner, and makes a 
capital article in their public muſeum 
at Amſterdam, where the exhibitor re- 
lates the whole ſtory to each ſpectator, 
with ſuch additions as he thinks pro- 
per: ſome of his variations are rather 
extravagant; one of them is, that tne 
lion jumped quite through the croco- 
dile, and was making his eſcape at the 
back-door, when, as ſoon as his head 
appeared, Monſieur the Great Baron 
(as he is pleaſed to call me) cut it off, 
and three feet of the crocodile's tail 
along with it; nay, ſo little attention 
has this fellow to the truth, that he 
ſometimes adds, As ſoon as the croco- 
dile miſſed his tail, he turned about, 
ſnatched the couteau de chaſſe out of 
a s hand, and ſwallowed it with 
ſuch 
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ſuch eagerneſs, that it pierced his heart, 
and killed him immediately 

The little regard which this i impu- 
dent knave has to veracity, makes me 
ſometimes apprehenſive that my real 
falis may fall under ſuſpicion, by be- 
ing found in company with his con- 
founded inventions. 
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CHAP. II. 


P” 


In which the Baron Proves himſelf a good 
Hot. — He loſes bis horſe, and finds a 


. wolf ;—Makes him draw his fledge.— 


| Promiſes to entertain. his company with 
a relation of ſuch facts as are well do- 


ſerving lbeir notice. 


1 SET off "II Rome on a journey 
to Ruſſia, in the midſt of winter, from 
a juſt notion that froſt and ſnow muſt 
of courſe mend the roads, which every 
traveller had deſcribed as uncommonly 
bad through the northern parts of Ger- 
many, Poland, Courland, and Livonia. 
I went on horſeback, as the moſt con- 
venient manner of travelling; I was 


but lightly clothed, and of this I felt, 


the inconvenience the more I advanced 
north-eaſt, What muſt not a poor old 
man 


. 


{CT 0 3 


man have ſuffered in that ſevere wea- 


ther and climate, whom I ſaw on a 
bleak common in Poland, lying on the 
road, helpleſs, ſhivering, and hardly 
having where-withal to cover his na- 
kedneſs? 

I pitied the poor ſoul ! — T t I 
felt the ſeverity of the air myſelf, 1 
threw my mantle over him, and im- 
mediately I heard a voice from the 
heavens, bleſſing me for that piece of 
charity, ſaying, 

« You will be rewarded, my ſon, 
cc for this in time.” 1 

I went on. Night and darkneſs over- 
took me. No village was to be ſeen, 
The country was covered with ſnow, 
and I was unacquainted with the road. 
Tired, I alighted, and faſtened my 
horſe to ſomething like a pointed ſtump 
of a tree, which appeared above the 
ſnow ; for the ſake of ſafety, I placed 


/ 
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my piſtols under my arm, and laid 
down on the ſnow, where I ſlept fo 
ſoundly that I did not open my eyes 


till full day-light. It is not eafy to 


conceive my aſtomiſhment, to find my- 
ſelf in the midſt of a village, lying in a 
church-yard ; nor was my horſe to be 
ſeen, but I heard him ſoon after neigh 
ſomewhere above me. On looking up- 
wards, I beheld him hanging by his 
bridle to the weather-cock of the 


ſteeple. Matters were now very plain 


to me: the village had been covered 


with ſnow over night; a ſudden 


change of weather had taken place; I 
had ſunk down to the church- yard 
whilſt aſleep, gently, and in the ſame 
proportion as the ſnow had melted 
away ; and what in the dark I had 
taken to be a ſtump of a little tree 
appearing above the ſnow, to which I 
had tied my horſe, proved to have 

been 


CF 
been the croſs or weather-cock of the 
ſteeple ! 

Without long conſideration, I took 
one of my piſtols, ſhot the bridle in 
two, brought down the horſe, and pro- 
ceeded on my journey.* | 

He carried me well —advancing in- 
to the interior parts of Ruſſia, I found 
travelling on horſeback rather un- 
faſhionable in winter, therefore I ſub- 
mitted, as I always do, to the cuſtom 
of the country, took a fingle horſe 
ſledge, and drove briſkly towards St. 
Peterſburgh. I do not exactly recol- 
lect whether it was in Eaſtland or 
Jugemanland, but I remember that in 
the midſt of a dreary foreſt, I ſpied a 
ternble wolf making after me, with all 
the ſpeed of ravenous winter hunger. 


* Here the Baron ſeems to have forgot his frelings3 | 
he ſhould certainly have ordered his horſe a feed of 
corn, after faſting ſo long. | 
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He ſoon overtook me. There was no 


poſſibility of eſcape. Mechanically I 


laid myſelf down flat in the fledge, 
and let my horſe run for our ſafety. 
What I wiſhed, but hardly hoped or 
expected, happened immediately after. 
The wolf did not mind me in the leaſt, 
but took a leap over me, and falling 
furiouſly on the horſe, began inſtantly 


to tear and devour the hind part of 


the poor animal, which ran the faſter 
for his pain and terrdr. Thus unno- 
ticed and ſafe myſelf, I lifted my head 
lily up, and with horror I beheld that 
the wolf had ate his way into the 
horſe's body; it was not long before 
he had fairly forced himſelf into it, 
when I took my advantage, and fell 
upon him with the but end of my whip. 
This unexpected attack in his rear, 


frightened him fo much, that he leaped 
5 forward with all his might: the horſe's 


carcaſs 


| carcaſs dropt on the ground; but in 


his place the wolf was in the harneſs; 
and I, on my part, whipping him con- 
tinually, we both arrived in full career 
ſafe at St. Peterſburgh, contrary to our 
reſpective expectations, and very much 
to the aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators. 

I ſhall not tire you, gentlemen, with 
the politics, arts, ſciences, and hiſtory 


of this magnificent metropolis of 


Ruſſia ; nor trouble you with the vari- 
ous intrigues, and pleaſing adventures, 
I had in the politer circles of that 
country, where the lady of the houſe 
always receives the viſitor with a dram 
and a falute. I ſhall confine myſelf 
rather to the greater and nobler objects 
of your attention, horſes and dogs, 


5 3 ; 
my favourites in the brute creation ; 


alſo to foxes, wolves, and bears, with 
which, and game in general, Ruſſia 
abounds more than any other part of 
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the world; and to ſuch ſports, manly 
exerciſes, and feats of gallantry and 
activity, as ſhow the Gentleman better 
than muſty Greek or Latin, or all the 
perfume, finery, and capers of French 
wits, or petit-maitres, 
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CHAP. III. 


An encounter between the Baron's noſe and 


a door-poſt, with its wonderful effects. 
= Fifty brace of ducks and other fowl 
deſtroyed by one ſhot.—— Flogs a fox out 
of his ſkin. — Leads an old ſow home 
in a new way, and vanquiſhes a wild 
boar. 


It was ſome time before 1 could ob- 
tain a commiſſion in the army, and for 
ſeveral months I was perfectly at li- 


berty to ſport away my time and mo- 


ney in the moſt gentleman- like manner. 


Lou may eaſily imagine, that I ſpent 


much of both out of town, with ſuch 
gallant fellows as knew how to make 
the moſt of an open foreſt country. 
The very recollection of thoſe amuſe- 
ments gives me freſh ſpirits, and creates 
a warm wiſh for a repetition of them. 


One 


CA 3 


One morning I ſaw through the 
windows of my bed-room, that a large 
pond, not far off, was covered with 
wild ducks. In an inſtant I took my 
gun from the corner, ran down ſtairs 
and out of the houſe in ſuch a hurry, 
that I imprudently ſtruck my face 


againſt the door poſt. Fire flew out 


of my eyes, but it did not-prevent 
my intention; I ſoon came within 
ſhot, when levelling my piece, I ob- 


ſerved, to my ſorrow, that even. the 


flint had ſprung from the cock, by 


the violence of the ſhock I had juſt 
received, There was no time to be 


loſt. I preſently remembered the 
effect it had upon my eyes, therefore 


opened the pan, levelled my piece 


againſt the wild fowls, and my fiſt 
againſt one of my eyes.“ A hearty 


* The Baron's eyes have retained fire ever ſince, 


and appear particularly illuminated when, be relates 


this anecdote, 
| blow 


We TENT 285 ob ee 1 * 
57 Fer 3 . . 
n 9 . 
n 25 2 — r R 
JJ. ² A a — 


e 5 
3 


CR) 
blow drew ſparks again; the ſhot 
went off, and I killed fifty brace of 
ducks, twenty widgeons, and three 
couple of teals. Preſence of mind 1s 


the ſoul of manly exerciſes. If ſol- 


diers and ſailors owe to it many of 


their lucky eſcapes, hunters and 


ſportſmen are not leſs beholden to it 
for many of their ſucceſſes, In a 
noble foreſt in Ruta, I met a fine 


black fox, whoſe valuable ſkin it 


would have been a pity to tear by 
ball or ſhot. Reynard ſtood clofe to 
a tree. In a twinkling I took out my 
ball, and placed a good ſpike nail in 
its room, fired, and hit him ſo cle- 
verly, that I nailed his bruſh faſt to 
the tree. I now went up to him, 
took out my hanger, gave him a 
croſs cut over the face, laid hold of 


my whip, and fairly flogged him out 
of his fine ſkin. | | 


Chance 


( 38 ) 

Chance and good luck often cor- 
rect our miſtakes: of this I had a 
ſingular inſtance ſoon after, when, in 
the depth of a foreſt, I ſaw a wild pig 
and ſow running cloſe behind each 


other. My ball had miſſed them, yet 


the foremoſt pig only ran away, 
and the ſow ſtood motionleſs, as 
fixed to the ground. On examining 


into the matter, I found the latter one 
to be an old ſow, blind with age, 


which had taken hold of her pig's 


tail, in order to be led along by filial 


duty. My ball having paſſed. be- 
tween the two, had cut his leading- 
ſtring, which the old ſow continued 
to hold in her mouth ; and as her for- 
mer guide did not draw her on any 
longer, ſhe had ſtopped of courſe: I 
therefore laid hold of the remaining 
end of the pig's tail, and led. the old 
beaſt home, without any farther trou- 
: | = hls 


6390 
ble on my part, and without any re- 
luctance or apprehenſion on the part 
of the helpleſs old animal. 

Terrible as theſe wild ſows are, 
yet more fierce and dangerous are 
the boars, one of which I had once 
the misfortune to meet in a foreſt, un- 


prepared for attack or defence. I re- 


tired behind an oak tree, juſt when 
the furious animal levelled a fide 
blow at me, with ſuch force, that his 
tuſks pierced through the tree, by 
which means he could neither repeat 
the blow nor retire. — Ho ho! 
thought I, I ſhall ſoon have you 


now — and immediately I laid hold of 


a ſtone, wherewith I hammered and 
bent his tuſks in ſuch a manner, that 
he could not retreat by any means, 
and muſt wait my return from the 
next village, whither I went for ropes 

and 
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CHAP. IV. 


Reflections on Saint Hubert s * 8.— — 
Sts a flag with cherry ſtones; the 
wonderful effects of it.— Kills a bear 
by extraordinary dexterity ; his danger 
pathetically de eſcribed. — Attacked by a 
rolf, which he turns inſide out.—Ts 

aſſailed by a mad dog, from which be 
_ eſcapes. — 7. he Baron's cloak ſeized 
| with madneſs, by which bis whole 
| wardrobe i 15 thrown into confuſion. 


You have heard, 1 dare ſay, of 
the hunter's and ſportſman's ſaint and 
protector, St. Hubert; and of the 
noble ſtag, which appeared to him in 
the foreſt, with the holy croſs between 
his antlers. I have paid my homage 
to that ſaint every year in good fel- 
lowſhip, -and ſeen this ſtag a thouſand 
times, either painted in churches, or 
D embroidered 


(0 7 


reed in the ſtars of his 


knights; ſo that, upon the honour and 
conſcience of a good ſportſman, I 


hardly know whether there may not 
have been formerly, or whether there 


are not ſuch croſſed ſtags even at this 
preſent day. But let me rather tell 
what I have ſeen myſelf. Having one 
day ſpent all my ſhot, I found 
myſelf unexpectedly in preſence of a 
ſtately ſtag, looking at me as uncon- 
cernedly as if he had known of my 
empty *pouches. I charged imme- 
diately with powder, and upon it 
a good handful of cherry-ſtones, - for 
I had ſucked the fruit as far as the 
hurry would permit. Thus I let fly 
at him, and hit him juſt on the middle 
of the forchead, between his antlers: 


it ſtunned him he ſtaggered—yet he 


made off. A year or two after, being 
with a party in the ſame foreſt, I be- 
| held 


Be, 
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held a noble ſtag with a fine full-grown 


| Cherry-tree above ten feet high 


between his antlers. I immediately 
recollected my former adventure, 


booked upon him as my property, and 


brought him to the ground by one 
ſhot, which at once gave me the 
haunch and cherry-ſauce ;. for the tree 
was covered with the richeſt fruit, the 
like I never had taſted before. Who. 
knows but ſome paſſionate holy ſportſ- 
man, or ſporting abbot, or biſhop, 
may have ſhot, planted, and fixed. 
the croſs between the antlers of St. 
Hubert's ſtag, in a manner ſimilar to 
this? They always have been, and ſtill 
are, famous for plantations of croſles 
and antlers; and in a caſe of diſtreſs. 
or dilemma, which too often happens. 
to keen ſportſmen, one is apt to graſp. 
at any thing for ſafety, and. to try any 
expedient, rather than loſe the fa- 

; D 2 vourable 
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| vourable opportunity. I have many 
k times found myſelf in that trying ſi- 
1 tuation. 
9 N What do you ſay 15 this, for ex- 
| ample ? Day-iight and powder were 
1 ſpent one day in a Poliſh foreſt. 
F When I was going home, a terrible 
{ 1 bear made up to me in great ſpeed, 
[ with open mouth ready to fall upon 
if me: all my pockets were ſearched in 
b an inſtant for powder and ball, but in 
5 „ain I found nothing but two ſpare 
. Hints; one I flung with all my might 


into the monſter's open jaws, down 
his throat. It gave him pain, and 
made him turn about, ſo that I could 
level the ſecond at his back door, 
which, indeed, I did with wonderful 
ſucceſs ; for it flew in, met the firſt flint 
1 in the ſtomach, ſtruck fire, and blew 
* up the bear with a terrible exploſion. 
" Though I came fafe off that time, yet 

I ſhould 
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I ſhould not wiſh to try it again, or 
venture againſt bears with no other am- 


munition. 


Fhere is a kind of fatality in it. 
The fierceſt and moſt dangerous ani- 
mals generally came upon me when 
defenceleſs, as if they had a notion or 
an inſtinctive intimation of it. Thus, 
a frightful wolf ruſhed upon me ſo 
fuddenly, and ſo cloſe, that I could do 


nothing but. follow mechanical inſtinct, 


and thruſt my fiſt into his open mouth. 


For ſafety's ſake I puſhed on and on, 
till my arm was fairly in, up to the 
ſhoulder. How ſhould. I diſengage 
myſelf ? I. was not much pleaſed with 
my awkward. ſituation — with a. wolf | 
face to face, our ogling was not of. 


the moſt pleaſant kind. If I withdrew: 
my arm, then the animal would fly the 


more furiouſly upon me; that I faw in 
his flaming eyes. In ſhort, I laid hold: 
| | of. 
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of his entrails, turned him inſide out 
like. a glove, and flung him to _ 
ground, where J left him. | 

The fame expedient would not have 
anſwered againſt a mad dog, which 
ſoon after came running againſt me in 
a narrow ſtreet. at St. Peterſburgh. 
1 Who can, 1 chought; and to do 
this the better, 1 threw off my fur 
cloak, and was fafe within doors i in-an 
inſtant. I fent my ſervant for the 
cloak, and he put it in the wardrobe 
with my other clothes. The day af- 
ter I was amazed and frightened | by 
Jack's bawling: For God's fake, 
Sir, your fur cloak is mad?” I haſtened 
up to him, and found almoft all my 
clothes toſſed about and torn to pieces. 
The fellow was perfectly right in his 
Appreherſions about the fur cloak's 


madneſs. I ſaw him myſelf juſt then 
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( 
falling upon a fine full-dreſs ſuit, which 


he ſhook and toſſed in an unmerciful 
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CHAP. V. 


The effetts of great activity and pre- 
ſence of mind, — A favourite hound 
deſcribed, which pups while purſu- 
ing a hare; the hare. alſo litters while 
purſued by the hound. — Preſented with. 
a famous horſe by Count Præobogſty, 
with which be performs. many extra- 
ordinary feats. 


ALL theſe narrow and lucky ei- 
capes, gentlemen, were chances turned! 
to advantage, by. preſence of. mind and 
vigorous exertions ; which, taken to- 
gether, as every body knows, make 
the fortunate ſportſman, failor, and: 
ſoldier; but he would be a very 


blameable and. imprudent ſportſman, 


admiral, or general, who would al- 
ways depend upon chance and his 


ſtars, without troubling himſelf about 


thoſe 
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thoſe arts which are their particular 
purſuits, and without providing the 
very beſt implements, which inſure 
ſucceſs. I was not blameable either 
way ; for I have always been as re- 
markable for the excellency of my 
horſes, dogs, guns, and ſwords, as 
for the proper manner of uſing and 
managing them, ſo that upon the whole 
I may hope to be remembered in the 
foreſt, upon the turf, and in the field. 
I ſhall not enter here into any detail 
of my ſtables, kennel, or armory ; 
but a favourite bitch of mine I can- 
not help mentioning to you——ſhe was 
a greyhound, and I never had or ſaw a 
better. She grew old in my ſervice, 
and was not remarkable for her ſize, 
but rather for her uncommon ſwift- 
neſs. Ialways courſed with her. Had 
you ſeen her, you muſt have admired 
her, and would not have wondered at 


( 59 ) 
my predilection, and at my courfing 
her ſo much. She ran ſo faſt, fo 
much, and ſo long in my ſervice, that 
ſhe actually ran off her legs; ſo that, 
in the latter part of her life, J was un- 
der the neceſſity of working and uſing 
her only as a terrier, in which qua- 
lity ſhe ſtill ferved me many years. 16 
Courſing one day a hare, which ap- 
peared to me uncommonly big, I pitied 
my poor bitch, being big with pups, 
yet ſhe: would courſe as faſt as ever. 
I could follow her on horſeback: only 
at a great diſtance. At once I heard a 
cry as it were of a pack of hounds — 
but ſo weak and faint that I hardly 
knew what to. make of it. Coming 
up to them, I was greatly: ſurpriſed. 
The hare had littered. in. running ; the 
fame had happened to my bitch in, 
courſing — and there were juſt as many 
leverets as pups. By inſtinct the for- 
i th mer- 


1 

mer ran, the latter courſed; and thus 1 
found myſelf in poſſeſſion at once of 
fix. hares, and as many dogs, at the 
end of a courſe, which had only ben 
with one. 

remember this, my vonderful 
bitch, with the ſame pleaſure and ten- 
derneſs as a ſuperb Lithuanian horſe, 
which no money could have bought. 
He became mine by an accident, which 
gave me an opportunity of ſhewing 
my horſemanſhip to a great advantage. 
J was at Count Przobosſky's noble 
country ſeat in Lithuania, and vemain- 
ed with the ladies at tea in the drawing 
room, while the gentlemen were down 
in the yard, to ſee a young horſe of 
blood, which was juſt arrived from 
the ſtud. We ſuddenly heard a noiſe 
of diſtreſs —I haſtened down ſtairs, 
and found the horſe ſo unruly, that 
nobody durſt approach or mount him. 
| 1 The 
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The moſt reſolute horſemen ſtood diſ- 
mayed and aghaſt: deſpondency was 
expreſſed in every countenance, when, 
in one leap, I was on his back, took 
him by ſurpriſe, and. worked him 
quite into gentleneſs and obedience, 
with the beſt diſplay of horſemanſhip I 
was maſter of. Fully to ſhew this to 
the ladies, and ſave them unneceſlary 
trouble, I forced him to leap in at one 
of the open windows of the tea- room, 
walked round ſeveral times, pace, trot, 
and gallop; and at laſt made him 
mount the tea- table, there to repeat 
his leſſons, in a pretty ſtyle of minia- 
ture, which was exceedingly pleaſing 
to the ladies, for he performed them 
amazingly well, and did not break ei- 
ther cup or ſaucer. It placed me ſo 
high in their opinion, and ſo well in 
that of the noble lord, that with his 


* Sec plate, + See plate. 
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foal politeneſs, he begged I would ac- 
cept of this young horſe, and ride him 
full career to conqueſt and honour, 
in the campaign againſt the Turks, 
which was ſoon to be opened, under 
the command of Count Munich. 

I could not indeed have received a 
more agreeable preſent, nor a more 
ominous one at the opening of that 
campaign, in which I made my ap- 
- prenticeſhip as a ſoldier. A horſe ſo 
gentle, ſo ſpirited, and ſo fierce—at 
once a lamb and a Bucephalus, put me 
always in mind of the ſoldier's and the 
gentleman's duty; of young Alexan- 
der, and of the aſtoniſhing things he 
performed in the field. 

We took the field, among Coral 
other reaſons, it ſeems, with an inten- 
tion to retrieve the character of the 
Ruſſian arms, which had been blemiſh- 
ed a little by Czar Peter's laſt campaign 
E on 
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on the Pruth ; and this we fully ac- 
compliſned by ſeveral very fatiguing 
and glorious campaigns under the 
command of that great general I men- 
tioned before. 

Modeſty forbids Wie to arro- 
gate to themſelves great ſucceſſes or 
victories, the glory of which is gene- 
rally engroſſed by the commander, nay, 
which is rather aukward, by kings and 
queens, who never ſmelt gun- powder 
but at the field- days and reviews of their 
troops; never ſaw a field of battle, or 
an enemy in battle array. 

Nor do I claim any particular "Ra 
of glory in the great engagements 
with the enemy. We all did our duty, 
which, in the patriot's, ſoldier's, and 
gentleman's language, is a very com- 
prehenſive word, of great honour, 
meaning, and import, and of which 
the generality of idle quidnuncs and 

coffee- 
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coffee-houſe politicians, can hardly 
form any but a very mean and con- 
temptible idea, However, having had 
the command of a body of huſſars, 
I went upon ſeveral expeditions, with 
diſcretionary powers; and the ſucceſs 
I then met with is, I think, fairly and 
only to be placed to my account, and 
to that of the brave fellows whom 1 
ted on to conqueſt and to victory, We 
had very hot work once in the van of 
the army, when we drove the Turks 
into Oczakow. My ſpirited Lithu- 
anian had almoſt brought me into a 
ſcrape: I had an advanced fore-poſt, 
and ſaw the enemy coming againſt me 
in a cloud of duſt, which left me ra- 
ther uncertain about their actual num- 
bers and real intentions: to wrap my- 
ſelf up in a ſimilar cloud was common 
prudence, but would not have much 
advanced my knowledge, or anſwered 
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the end for which I had been ſent out; 
therefore I let my flankers on both 
wings ſpread to the right and left, and 
make what duſt they could, and I my- 
ſelf led on ſtraight upon the enemy, to 
have a nearer ſight of them; in this I 
was gratified, for they ſtood and 
fought, tin, for fear of my flankers, 
they began to move off rather diſor- 
derly. This was the moment to fall 
upon them with ſpirit — We broke them 
entirely, made a terrible havock a- 
mongſt them and drove them not 
only back to a walled town in their 
rear, but even through it, contrary to 
our moſt ſanguine expectation. 

The ſwiftneſs of my Lithuanian 
enabled me to be foremoſt in the pur- 
ſvit; and ſeeing the enemy fairly flying 
through the oppoſite gate, I thought it 
would be prudent to ſtop in the market- 
place, to order the men to rendezvous. 

1 I ſtop- 


( 9.3 
I ſtopped, gentlemen; but judge of 


my aſtoniſhment, when in this mar- 
ket-place I ſaw not one of my huf- 
fars about me! Are they ſcouring the 
other ſtreets? or what is become of 
them? They could not be far off, and 
muſt, at all events, ſoon join me. In 
that expectation I walked my panting, 
Lithuanian to. a ſpring in this market- 
place, and let him drink. He drank 
uncommonly — with. an eagerneſs not 
to be fatisfied, but natural enough,, 
for when I looked round for my men, 
what ſhould I ſee, gentlemen. ? the 
hind part of the poor creature's croup 
and legs were miſſing, as if he had 
been cut in two, and the water ran out 
as it came in, without refreſhing or do- 
ing him any good! How it could have 
happened, was quite a myſtery to me, 
till I returned with him to the town- 
gate. There I ſaw, that when I ruſhed 
=o E 3 in 
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in pell-mell with the flying enemy, they 
had dropped the port-cullis *, unper- 
ceived by me, which had totally cut off 
his hind part 4, that ſtill lay quivering 
on the outſide of the gate. It would 
have been an irreparable loſs, had not 
our farrier contrived to bring both parts 
together while hot. He ſewed them 
up with ſprigs and young ſhoots of lau- 
Tels that were at hand — the wound 
healed; and, what could not have hap- 
pened but to ſo glorious an horſe, the 
ſprigs took root in his body, grew up, 
and formed a bower over me; ſo that | 
afterwards I could go upon many other 
expeditions in the ſhade of my on and 
my horſe's laurels. 


/ 


An heavy falling door, with ſharp ſpikes at the 
boitom, let down ſuddenly, to prevent the entrance of 
an enemy into a foi tiſied town. 

+ See the plate. 
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"The Baron is made a priſoner of war, 
and fold for a flave— Keeps the Sul- 
tan's bees, which are attacked by two 
bears — Loſes one of his bees; a filver 
batchet, which be throws at the bees, 
rebounds, and flies up to the moon; 
brings it back by an ingenious invention ; 
falls to the earth on his return, and 

Helps himſelf out of a pit — Extricates 
 bimſelf from a carriage which meets. 
bis on in a narrow road, in a manner 
never before attempted, nor prattiſed 
ſince. The wonder ful effects of the froſt 
upon his ſervant” French born. 


1 WAS not always ſucceſsful. I had 
the misfortuhe to be overpowered by 
numbers, to be made priſoner of war; 
and, what is wore but always 
| uſual 
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uſual among the Turks *, to be ſold 
for a ſlave. In that ſtate of humilia- 
tion, my daily taſk was not very hard 
and laborious, but rather ſingular and 
irkſome. It was to drive the Sultan's. 
bees every morning to their paſture- 
grounds, to- attend them all the day 
long, and againſt night to drive them 
back to their hives. One evening I 
miſſed a bee, and ſoon obſerved that 
two bears had fallen upon her, to tear 
her to pieces for the honey ſhe car- 


'ried f. I had nothing like an offen- 


ſive weapon in my hands but the ſil- 
ver hatchet, which is the badge of the 
Sultan's gardeners and farmers. I 
threw it at the robbers, with an inten- 
tion to frighten them away, and ſet the 
poor bee at liberty; but, by an un- 


* The Baron was afterwards in great favour with: 


the Grand Signior, as will. appear hereafter, 


| ” See the plate. 
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lucky turn of my arm, it flew up- 
wards, and continued riſing till it 
reached the moon. How ſhould I 
recover it ? how fetch it down again ? 
I recolle&ed that Turkey-beans grow 
very quick, and run up to an aſtoniſh- 
ing height. I planted one immediate- 
ly ; it grew, and actually faſtened it- 
felf to one of the moon's horns. I had 
no more to do now but to climb up by 
it into the moon, where I fafely arrived, 

and had a troubleſome piece of buſi- 
| neſs before I could find my filver 
hatchet, in a place were every thing 
has the brightneſs of filver ; at laſt, 

however, I found it in a heap of chaff 
and chopped ſtraw. I was now for 
returning : but alas! the heat of the 
ſun had dried up my bean ; it was to- 
tally uſeleſs for my deſcent: ſo 1 fell 
to work, and twiſted me a rope of that 
chopped ſtraw, as long and as well as 
I could 


„ 


1 could make it. This J faſtened to 
one of the moon's horns, and ſlid 
down to the end of it. Here I held 
myſelf faſt with the left hand; and, 
with the hatchet in my right, I cut 
the long, now uſcleſs end of the upper 
part, which, when tied to the lower 
end, brought me a good deal lower : 
this repeated ſplicing and tying of the 
rope, did not improve its quality, or 
bring me down to the Sultan's farms. 
I was four or five miles from the earth 
at leaſt “, when it broke; I fell to the 
ground with ſuch amazing violence, 
that I found myſelf ſtunned, and in a 
hole nine fathoms deep at leaſt, made 
by the weight of my body falling from 
ſo great a height: I recovered, but 
knew not how to get out again; how- 
ever, I dug ſlopes or ſteps with my 
nails (the Baron's nails were then of 
* See the plate, 
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forty years growth), and eaſily accom- 
pliſhed it. 

Peace was ſoon after concluded with - 
the Turks; and gaining my liberty, I 
left St. Peterſburgh at the time of that 
ſingular revolution, when the emperor 

in his cradle, his mother, the duke of 
Brunſwick, her father, field-marſhall | 
Munich, and many others, were ſnet ot 
Siberia. The winter was then ſo un- 
commonly ſevere all over Europe, that 
ever ſince the ſun ſeems to be froſt- 
bitten. At my return to this place, 1 
felt on the- road greater inconveniences 
than thoſe I had experienced on my ſet- 
ting out. 
1 travelled poſt, and finding myſelf 
in a narrow lane, bid the poſtillion 
give a ſignal with his horn, that other 
travellers might not meet us in the 
narrow paſſage, He blew with all his 
might ; but his endeavours were in 
vain, 


„ | 
vain, he could not make the horn 


ſound ; which was unaccountable, and 
rather unfortunate, for ſoon after we 


found ourſelves in the preſence of an- 


other coach coming the other way : 
there was no proceeding ; however, I 
got out of my carriage, and being 


pretty ſtrong, placed it, wheels and 


all, upon my head; I then jumped 
over a hedge about nine feet high“ 


(which, conſidering the weight of the 


coach, was rather difficult) into a field, 
and came out again by another jump 
into the road beyond the other car- 
riage; I then went back for the horſes, 
and placing one upon my head, and 
the other under my left arm, by the 
ſame means brought them to my 


coach , put to, and proceeded to an 


inn at the end of our ſtage. I ſhould 
have told you, that the horſe under 


See the plate. + See the plate. 
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my arm was very ſpirited, and not 
above four years old; in making my 
ſecond ſpring over the hedge, he ex- 


preſſed great diſlike to that violent 


kind of motion, by kicking and ſnort- 
ing; however, I confined his hind- 


legs, by putting them into my coat- 
pocket. After we arrived at the inn, 


my poſtillion and I refreſhed ourſelves : ; 
he hung his horn on a peg near the 


kitchen fire; I fat on the other ſide. 
Suddenly we heard a 7 ereng ! tereng | 7 


teng! engl We looked round, and 


now found the reaſon why che poſtil- 


Hon had not been able to "ſound his 


horn; his tunes were frozen up in the 
horn, and came out now by ' thaw- 
ing, plain enough, and much to the. 
credit of the driver; ſo that the honeſt 
fellow entertained us for ſome time 
with a variety of tunes, without put- 
ing his .mouth to the horn— The King 

F 5 
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of Pruſſia's march —Over the hill and 
over the dale—with many other fa- 
vourite tunes: : at length the thaw- 
ing entertainment concluded, as I 


ſhall this ort? account of mY" Ruſſian 
travels, 


Some travellers are apt to advance more 
than is perhaps friftly true; if any of the 
company entertain a doubt of my veracity, 
T fhall only ſay to fuch, I pity their want 

| of Faith, and muſt requeſt they will take 
leave before 1 begin the ſecond part of 
my adventures „ which are as ftriftly 


Founded in fatt as tage 4 bave Ae 
related. 
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Gulliver Revived. 


PART II. 


CHAP. VII. 


7 1 Raview relates his adventures. on 4 
voyage to North America, which are 
well worth the reader” attention. — 
Pranks of a whale, — A ſea- gull ſaves 
2 ailor s life. — The Baron s head 
ns into His ftomach. — A dangerous 1 
_ leak : tapped a poſteriori. 


I Embarked at Portſmouth in a firſt. 
rate Engliſh man of war, of one hun- 
dred guns, and fourteen hundred men, 
for North America, Nothing worth 
relating happened till we arrived within 
re hundred leagues of the river 

F2 * 
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Saint Laurence, when the ſhip ſtruck 
with amazing force againſt (as we ſup- 
poſed) a rock ; however, upon heav- 
ing the lead, we could find no bottom, 
even with three hundred fathom. 
What made this circumſtance the more 
wonderful, and indeed beyond all com- 


Prehenſion, was, that the violence of 


the ſhock was ſuch that we loſt our 
rudder, broke our bowſprit in the 
middle, and ſplit all our maſts from 
top to bottom, two of which went by 
the board: a poor fellow, who was 
aloft, furling the main ſheet, was 
flung at leaſt three leagues from the 
ſhip ; but he fortunately ſaved his life, 
by laying hold of the tail of a large 
ſea-gull, who brought him back, and 
lodged him on the very ſpot from 
whence he was thrown*. Another 


* See the plate. 
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proof of the violence of the ſhock 
was the force with which the people 
between decks were driven againſt the 
floors above them : my head particu- 
larly was prefſed into my ſtomach, 
where it continued ſome months be- 
fore it recovered its natural ſituation. 
Whilſt we were all in a ſtate of aſto- 
niſhment at the general and unaccount- 
able confuſion in which we were in- 
volved, the whole was ſuddenly ex- 
plained, by the appearance of a. 
large whale, who had been baſking, 
aſleep, within ſixteen feet of the ſur- 
face of the water. This animal was ſo 
much diſpleaſed with the diſturbance 
* which our ſhip had given him (for, 
A in our paſſage, we had with our rud- 


4 
* der ſcratched. his noſe) that he beat in 
* all the gallery and part. of the quarter- 
bh, deck with his tail, and almoſt at the 
2 lame inſtant took the main-ſheet an- 
F | 1 chor, 


Cp 
chor, which was ſuſpended, as it uſu- 
ally is, from the head, between his 
teeth, and ran away with the ſhip, at 
leaſt ſixty leagues, at the rate of 
twelve leagues an hour *, when fortu- 
nately the cable broke, and we loſt 
both the whale and the anchor. How- 
ever, upon our return to Europe ſome 
months after, we found the ſame | | 

whale, within a few leagues of the fe 

ſame ſpot, floating dead upon the wa- 1. 
ter; it meaſured above half a mile in 
length. As we could take but a ſmall 
quantity of ſuch a monſtrous animal 
on board, we got our boats out, and 
with much difficulty cut off his 
head, where, to our great joy, we 
found the anchor, and above forty 
fathom of the cable concealed on the 
left fide of his mouth, juſt under his 


* Sce the plate. 
tongue 
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tongue. This was the only extraor- 
dinary circumſtance that happened on 
this voyage. One part ef our diſtreſs 
however I had like to have forgotten : : 


while the whale was running away . 
with the ſhip, ſhe ſprung a leak, and il | 
the water poured in fo faſt, that all j 1 
our pumps could not keep us from | | 
ſinking: it was, however, my good. VP 
fortune to diſcover it firſt. I found it a 1 
large hole about a foot diameter; you if 


will naturally ſuppoſe this circumſtance 
gives me infinite pleaſure, when I in- | g 
form you, that this noble veſſel wass 


preſerved, with all its crew, by a moſt I 
; 15 
fortunate thought! In ſhort, I com- 5 
pletely filled it with my „ With- 14 
out taking off my ſmall- clothes, and 1 
2 | . . . i In 

could have diſpenſed with it had it | 
* Perhaps this was the cauſe of his death, as that | M | 
fide cf his tongue was much ſwelled, with a great 5 
degree of inflammation, | '2f | 
| bnee 3: 1408 
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„ been larger; nor will you be ſurpriſed. 
| when I inform you, I am deſcended. 
from Dutch“ parents. 5 | 
My ſituation, while I fat there, was. 
rather cool, but the carpenter's art ſoon. = 
relieved me, | = 


® The Baron's anceſtors have but lately ſettled there: 
n another part of his Adventures, he boaſts of royal 
blood. | 
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CHAP. VIII. 


8 in the e — Meets an 


unenpected companion — Arrives unin- 
. tentionally in the regions of heat and 


darkneſs, from which he is extricated 


by dancing an bornpipe — Frightens his 
_ deltverers, and returns on fhore. 


I Was once 1n great danger of being 
loſt in a moſt ſingular manner in the 


Mediterranean: I was bathing in that 
pleafant ſea near Marſeilles, one ſum- 
mer's afternoon, when I diſcovered a 
very large fiſh, with his jaws quite ex- 
tended, approaching me with the. 


_ greateſt velocity; there was no time to 


be loſt, nor could I poſſibly avoid 


him. I immediately reduced myſelf to 
as ſmall a ſize as poſſible, by cloſing 


my feet and placing my hands alſo near 
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my fides, in which poſition I paſſed 
directly between his jaws, and into 
his ſtomach, where I remained ſome 
time in total darknefs, and comfort- 


ably warm, as you may imagine; at 
laſt it occurred to me, that by giving 


him pain, he would be glad to get 
nd of me: as I had plenty of room, 
I played my pranks, ſuch as tumbling, 
hop, ſtep, and jump, &c. but nothing 
ſeemed to diſturb him ſo much as the 
quick motion of my feet in attempt- 
ing to dance a hornpipe ; ſoon after 1 
began, he put me out, by ſudden fits 
and ſtarts: I perſevered; at laſt he 
roared horridly, and ftood up almoſt 
perpendicular in the water, with his head 
and ſhoulders expoſed, by which he 
was diſcovered by the people on board 


an Italian trader, then failing by, who 


harpooned him in a few minutes. As 
foon as he was brought on board, I 


heard 


1 
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heard the crew conſulting how they 


tf 


the greateſt quantity of oil. As J un- 
derſtood Italian, I was in moſt dread- 
ful apprehenſions leſt their weapons 
employed in this buſineſs ſhould: de- 
ſtroy me alſo; therefore I ſtood as 
near the centre as poſſible, for there 
was room enough for a dozen men in 
this creature's ſtomach, and I natu- 
rally imagined they would begin with 
the extremities: however, my fears 
were foon diſperſed, for they began 
by opening the bottom of the belly. 
As ſoon as I perceived a glimmering of 
light, I called out luſtily, to be releaſed 
from a fituation in which I was now 
almoſt ſuffocated. It is impoſſible for 
me to do juſtice to the degree and 

kind of aſtoniſhment which ſat upon 
every countenance at hearing a human 
voice iſſue from a fiſh, but more ſo at 


ſeeing 


ſhould cut him up, ſo as to preſerve 
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ſeeing a naked man walk upright out 
of his body “: in ſhort, gentlemen,” 1 
told them the whole ſtory, as I have 
done you, whilſt amazement Hr 
them dumb. . 

After taking ſome refreſhment, _ 
jumping into the ſea to cleanſe myſelf, 
I ſwam to my clothes, which lay 


where I had left them on the ſhore. 
As near as I can calculate, I was about 
four hours and a half confined in the 


Romach of this animal. 


* See the plate 
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1 Adventures in Turkey, and upon the river 

1 . Nile. — Sees a balloon over Conſtanti- 

— 1 nople; ſhoots at, and brings it down 

nn finds a French experimental philcſopher 

ſuſpended from it. — Goes on an embaſſy 
to Grand Cairo, and returns upon the 
Nile, where he is thrown into an un- 
expected ſituation, and detained ſix 
Weeks, 


WIN ] was in the ſervice of 
the Turks, I frequently amuſed my- 
ſelf in a pleaſure-barge on the Mar- 
mora, which commands a view of 
the whole city of Conſtantinople, in- 
cluding the Grand Signior's Sereglio, 
One morning, as I was admiring the 
beauty and ſerenity of the ſky, I ob- 
ſerved a globular ſubſtance in the air, 
which appeared to be about the ſize 

G of 
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of a twelve-inch globe, with ſomething 
ſuſpended from it. I immediately took 
up my largeſt and longeſt barrel fowl- 
ing piece, which I never travel or make 
even an excurſion without, if I can 
help it: I charged it with ball, and 
fired at the globe; but to no purpoſe, 
the object being at too great a diſtance. 
I then put in a double quantity of 
powder, and five or fix balls: this 
ſecond attempt ſucceeded; all the 
balls took effect, and tore one ſide 
open, and brought it down. Judge 
my ſurpriſe, when a moſt elegant gilt 
car, with a man in it, and part of a 
ſheep which ſeemed to have been 
roaſted, fell within two yards of me: 
when my aſtoniſhment had in ſome de- 
gree ſubſided, I ordered my people to 
row cloſe to this ſtrange aerial tra- 
veller. | 
I took him on board my barge (he 
he „ 


„„ 
vas a native of France): he was much 
indiſpoſed from his ſudden fall into the 
ſea, and incapable of ſpeaking; after 
ſome time, however, he recovered, #1 
and gave the following account of 1 
hamſelf, viz. About ſeven or 


eight days ſince, I cannot tell which, 1 
« for I have loſt my reckoning, haus- 
« ing been moſt of the time where 
« the ſun never ſets, I aſcended. from 
« the Land's end in Cornwall, in the | 
« iſland of GREAT Britain, in the ; 
« car from which I have been juſt 9 
« taken, ſuſpended from a very large 7 
« balloon, and took a ſheep with me, to | 
try atmoſpheric experiments upon: 
« unfortunately, the wind changed 1 
« within ten minutes after my aſcent z | 
« and, inſtead of driving towards 4 
Exeter, where I intended to land, I j 
.<« was driven towards the ſea, over N 1 
* which, I ſuppoſe, I have continued ll. 
3 * ; ; 
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ever fince, but much too high to 
make obſervations. | 

« The calls of hunger were ſo 
preſſing, that the intended experi- 
ments upon heat and reſpiration 
gave way to them. I was obliged 
on the third day, to kill the ſheep for 
food; and being at that time infi- 
nitely above the moon, and for up- 
wards of ſixteen hours after ſo very 
near the ſin that it ſcorched my 
eye-brows, I placed the carcaſs, 
taking care to ſkin it firſt, in that 


part of the car where the ſun. had 


ſufficient power, or, in other words, 
where the balloon did not ſhade it 
from the ſun, by which method 
it was well roaſted in about two 
hours. This has been my food 
ever ſince.” Here he pauſed, and 


ſeemed loſt in viewing the objects 
about him, When I told him the 


buildings 


E 
buildings before us were the Grand 
Signior's Seraglio at Conſtantinople, 
he ſeemed exceedingly affected, as he 
had ſuppoſed himſelf in a very dif- 
ferent ſituation. The cauſe,” added 


he, of my long flight, was owing. 


« to the failure of a ſtring which was 
« fixed to a. valve in the balloon, in- 
© tended to. let out the inflammable 
« air; and if it had not been fired 


« at, and. rent in the manner before 


cer mentioned, I might, like Mahomet, 
ce have been ſuſpended between hea-- 
«yen and earth till doomſday.”  * 
The Grand Signior, to whom I was: 
introduced. by the Imperial, Ruſſian, . 
and French. ambaſſadors, employed: 
me to negociate a matter of great im- 
portance at Grand Cairo, and which. 
was of ſuch a nature that it muſt. ever. 

remain a ſecret... 
I went there in great ſtate by land; 
Gy - where. 
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where having compleated the buſineſs, 1 


diſmiſſed almoſt all my attendants, and 
returned like a private gentleman : the 


weather was delightful, and that fa- 


mous river the Nile was beautiful be- 
yond all deſcription; in ſhort, I was 
tempted to hire a barge, to deſcend by 
water to Alexandria, On the third 
day of my voyage the river began to 
riſe moſt amazingly (you have all 
heard, I preſume, of the annual over- 
flowing of the Nile), and on the next 
day it ſpread the whole country for 
many leagues on each ſide! On the 


fifth, at ſun-riſe, my barge became en- 


tangled with what I at firſt took for 


ſhrubs; but as the light became 
_ ſtronger, I found myſelf ſurrounded 


by almonds, which were perfectly ripe, 
and in the higheſt perfection“. Upon 
plumbing with a line, my people found 


* Se: the plate. 
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we were at leaſt ſixty feet from the 
ground, and unable to advance or re- 
treat. At about eight or nine o'clock, 
as near as I could judge by the altitude 
of the ſun, the wind roſe ſuddenly, 
and canted our barge on one fide ; 
here ſhe filled, and I ſaw no more of 
her for ſome time. Fortunately we all 
ſaved ourſelves (fix men and two 
boys) by clinging to the tree, the 
boughs of which were equal to our 
weight, though not to that of the 
| barge: in this ſituation. we continued 
ſix weeks and three days, living upon 
the almonds; I need not inform you 


we, had plenty of water. On the forty- 
| ſecond day of our diſtreſs, the water 


fell as rapidly as it had riſen, and on 
the forty-ſixth we were able to venture - 


down upon terra firma. Our barge 
was the firſt pleaſing object we ſaw, 


about two hundred yards from the 
ſpot 


5 
ſpot were ſhe ſunk. After drying 
every thing that was uſeful by the 
heat of the ſun, and loading ourſelves 
with neceſſaries from the. ſtores on 
board, we ſet out to recover our loſt 
ground; and found, by the neareſt cal- 
culation, we had been carried over gar- 
den-walls, and variety of incloſures, 
above 150 miles. In four days, after 
a very tireſome journey on foot, with 
thin ſhoes, we reached the river, which 
was now. confined to its banks, related. 
our adventures to a Bey, who kindly 
accommodated all ur wants, and ſent 
us forward in a barge of his own. In- 
ſix days more we arrived at Alexan- 
dria, where we took ſhipping for Con- 
ſtantinople. I was received kindly by 
the Grand Signior, had the honour. 
of ſeeing the ſeraglio, to which his 
Highneſs introduced me himſelf, and 
rented me. With as many ladies, his 
WIVES. 


C6 
wives not excepted, as I thought pro- 
per to ſelect for my own amuſement, 
and that of my friends alſo. 
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CHAP. X, 


Pays a viſit during the ſiege of Gibraltar 
to his old friend General Elliot. —Sinks 

a Spaniſh man of war.—Wakes an old 
woman on the African coaſt. — Deſtroys 
all the enemy's cannon; frightens the 
Count d Artois, and ſends him to Pa- 
ris. — Saves the lives of two Engliſh 
ſpies with the identical fling that killed. - 
Goliath; and raiſes the ſiege. 


During the late 81zce of GiB- 
RALTAR, I went with a proviſion- fleet 
under Lord Ropnzy's command to 
ſee my old friend GEX ERAL ELLIOT, 
who had, by his diſtinguiſhed. defence 
of that place, acquired laurels that can 
never fade.. After the uſual joy which 
generally attends the meeting of old 
friends had ſubſided, I went to exa- 
mine the itate of the garriſon, and view 
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C01 
the operations of the enemy, for which 
purpoſe the General accompanied me, 
I had brought a molt excellent refract- 


ing teleſcope with me from London, 
purchaſed of Dollond, by the help of 


which I found the enemy were going 0 
to diſcharge a thirty-ſix pounder at the | | 
ſpot where we ſtood. I told the Ge- j 
neral whac they were about; he looked g 


through the glaſs alſo, and found my 
conjectures right. I immediately, by 
his permiſſion, ordered a forty-eight 
pounder to be brought from a neigh- 
bouring battery, which I placed with 
ſo much exactneſs (having long ſtudied 
the art of gunnery) that I was ſure of 
my mark. 

I continued watching the enemy till 
I faw the match placed at the touch- 
hole of their piece; at that very in- 
ſtant J gave the ſignal for our gun to 
be fired alſo. About midway between 
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( 88 ) 
the two pieces of cannon, the balls 
ſtruck each other with amazing force, 
and the effe& was aſtoniſhing! The 
enemy's ball recoiled back with ſuch 
violence as to kill the man who had 
diſcharged it, by carrying his head fair- 
ly off, with ſixteen others, which it met 
with in its progreſs to the Barbary 
COAST; where its force, after paſſing 
through three maſts of veſſels that then 
lay in a line behind each other in the 
harbour, was ſo much ſpent, that it 
only broke its way through the roof of 
a poor labourer's hut, about two hun- 
dred yards inland, and deſtroyed the 
ſew teeth an old woman had left, who 
lay afleep upon her back with her 
mouth open. The ball lodged in her 
throat. Her huſband ſoon after came 
home, and endeavoured to extract it; 
but finding that impracticable, by the 
aſſiſtance of a rammer he forced it into 
„ : her 


( 8g . 
her ſtomach, from whence i it was diſ- 
charged downwards in a natural way. 
Our. ball did excellent ſervice ; for it 
not only repelled the other in the man- 
ner juſt: deſcribed ; but proceeding as 
I intended it ſhould, it diſmounted the 
very piece of cannon chat had been 
juſt employed againſt us, and forced 
it into the hold of the ſhip, where it 
fell with, fo much force as to break its 


way through the bottom. The ſhip. 


immediately filled and ſunk, with above 


a thouſand Spaniſh ſailors on board, 


beſides a conſiderable number. of ſol- 
diers. This, to be ſure, was a moſt 
extraordinary exploit: I will not, how- 
ever, take the whole merit to myſelf; 
my judgment was the principal en- 
gine, but chance aſſiſted me a little; 
for I afterwards found, that the man 
who charged our forty- eight pounder 
put in, by miſtake, a double quan- 
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6 
tity of powder, elſe we could never 
have ſucceeded ſo much beyond all ex- 
pectat on, epecially . in Nee che 
enemy's ball. 5 
General Elliot would bare given me 
a commiſſion for this ſingular piece of | 
ſervice; but I declined every thing, 
except his thanks, which I received at 
a crowded table of officers at ſupper 
on the evening of that very day. 
As I am very partial to the Engliſh, 

who are beyond all doubt a brave 
people, I determined not to take my 
leave of the garriſon till J had render- 
ed them another piece of ſervice, and 
in about three weeks an opportunity 
preſented itſelf. I drefled myſelf in 
the habit of a Popiſh Prieft, and at 
about one o'clock in the morning 
ſtole out of the garriſon, paſſed the 
_ enerny's lines, and arrived in the mid- 
dle of their camp, where I entered the 
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| herons in tack whe Pai 


was, with the commander in chief, and 
ſeveral other officers, in deep council, 


concerting a plan to ſtorm the garri- 


' ſon next morning. My diſguiſe was 
my protection; they ſuffered me to 
continue there, hearing every thing 
that paſſed, till they went to their ſe- 
veral beds. When I found the whole 
camp, and even the ſentinels, were 
wrapped up in the arms of Morpheus, 


I began my work, which was that of 


diſmounting all their cannon (above 
three hundred pieces) from forty-eight 
to twenty-four pounders, and throw- 


ing them three leagues into the ſea. 


Having no aſſiſtance, I found this the 
hardeſt taſk I ever undertook, except 
ſwimming. to the oppoſite ſhore with 
the famous Turkiſh piece of ordnance, 
deſcribed by Baron de Torr in his 
Memoirs „ which I ſhall hereafter men- 
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tion, I then piled all the carriages 
together in the centre of the camp, 
which, to prevent the noiſe of the 
wheels being heard, I carried in pairs 
under my arms: and a noble appear- 
ance they made, as high at leaſt as 
the rock of Gibraltar. I then lighted 
a match, by ſtriking a flint ſtone, fi- 
tuated twenty feet from the ground 
(in an old wall, butlt by the Moors, 
hen they invaded Spain), with the 
breech of an iron eight - and - forty 
pounder, and ſo ſet fire to the whole 
pile. I forgot to inform you, that 1 
threw all their ammunition waggons 
upon the top. 52h 
Before I applied the lighted match, 
J had laid the combuſtibles at the bot- 
tom ſo judiciouſly, that the whole 
was in a blaze in a moment. To pre- 
vent ſuſpicion, I was one of the firſt to 
expreſs my ſurpriſe. The whole camp 

„ was, 
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was, as you may imagine, petrified 
with aſtoniſhment ; the general conclu- 
ſion was, that their ſentinels had been 
bribed, and that ſeven or eight regi- 


ments of the garriſon had been em- 
ployed in this horrid deſtruction of 
their artillery. Mr. Drinkwater, in 


his account of this famous fiege, men- 
tions the enemy ſuſtaining a great 
loſs by a fire which happened in their 
camp, but never knew the cauſe : how. 


ſhould he? as I. never divulged it be- 


fore (though I alone ſaved Gibraltar 


by this night's buſineſs),, not even to 


General Elliott. The Count d' Artois, 
and all his attendants, ran away in 
their fright, and never ſtopped on the 


road till they reached Paris, which they 


did in about. a fortnight.. This dread- 
ful. conflagration had ſuch an effect 
upon them, that they were incapable 
of taking the leaſt refreſhment for 
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thee months after, but, cameleon-like, 
lived 5 wank me air. 


F any gentleman will ou he doubts 
the truth of this flory, 1 will fine bim 


a gallon of brandy, and make DIG drink 
it at one draught. | 


About two months aſter I had done 
the beſieged this ſervice, one morn- 
ing, as I fat at breakfaſt with General 
Elliott, a ſhell (for I had not time to 
deſtroy their mortars, as well as their 
cannon) entered the apartment we were 
fitting in; it lodged upon our table. 
The general, as moſt men would do, 
quitted the room directly; but 1 took 
it up before it burſt, and carried it to 
the top 'of the rock; When looking 
over the enemy's camp, on an emi- 
nence near the ſea-coaſt, I obſerved a 
- conſiderable number of people, but 
bs | could 
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could not, with my naked eye, diſco» 
ver how they were employed. I had 


recourſe again to my teleſcope, hen 
I found that two of our officers, one 
a general, the other a colonel, with. 
whom I had ſpent the preceding even- 

ing, and who went out into the ene- 


my's camp about midnight as ſpies, 


were taken, and then were actually go- 
ing to be executed on a gibbet. I found: 
the diſtance too great to throw the ſhell. 
with my hand; but moſt fortunately 
recollecting that T had the very fling: 


in my pocket which aſſiſted David in 


flaying Goliath, I placed the ſhell in it, 


and immediately threw it in the midſt 


of them: it burſt as it fell, and de- 


ſtroyed all preſent, except the two 
culprits, who were faved by being 


ſuſpended ſo high, for they: were juſt 
turned off; however, one of the pieces 
of the ſhell flew with ſuch force againſt 


the 
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the foot of the gibbet, that it imme- 
diately brought it down. . Our two 
friends no ſooner felt terra firma, than 
they looked about for the cauſe; and 
finding their guards, executioner and 
all, had taken it in their heads to die 
firſt, they directly extricated each other 
from their diſgraceful cords; and then 
ran down to the ſea-ſhore, ſeized a 
Spaniſh boat with two men in it, and 
made them row to one of our ſhips, 
which they did with great fafety; and 
in a few minutes after, when I was 
relating to: General Elliott how: L had 
acted, they both took us by the hand, 
and, aſter mutual congratulations, we 
xetired to ſpend the day with feſtivity. 


Is. 
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CHAP... 

4 intereſting account of the Barons am- 
ceſters.— A quarrel relative to the ſpot 
where Noah built his ark. — Tb 
hiſtory of the ſling, and its proper- 
ties. — A favcurite poet introduced 
upon no very reputable occaſion.— 
Queen Elizabeth's abſtinence. — The 
Baron's father croſſes from England to 
Holland upon a marine horſe, which 
be ſells for ſeven hundred ducats. 


Yo U-wiſh (I can ſee by your coun- 
tenances) I would inform you how I 
became poſſeſſed of ſuch a treaſure as 
the ling juſt mentioned (Here facts 
muſt be held facred). Thus then it 
was: Iam a deſcendant of the wife of 
Uriah, whom we all know David was 
intimate with ; ſhe had ſeveral children 
by his majeſty : they quarrelled once 
enn | upon 
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upon a matter of the firſt conſe- 
quence, viz. 'the ſpot where Noah's 
ark was built, and where it reſted after 
the flood. A ſeparation. conſequently 
enſued. She had often heard him ſpeak 
of this ſling, as his moſt valuable 
treaſure: this ſhe ſtole the night they 
- parted ; it was miſſed before ſhe got 
out of his dominions, and ſhe was 
purſued by no leſs than ſix of the 
king's body guards: however, by uſing 
it herſelf, ſhe hit the firſt of them 
(for one was more active in the pur- 
ſuit than the reſt) where David did 
Goliath, and killed him on the ſpot. 
His companions were ſo alarmed at his 
fall, that they retired, and left Uriah's 
wife to purſue her journey. She took 
with her, I ſhould have informed you 


before, her favourite ſon by this con- 


nexion, to whom ſhe bequeathed, the 
| 8 and thus it has, without inter- 
| ruption, 
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ruption, deſcended. from father to ſon till 
it came into my poſſeſſion. One of its 
poſſeſſors, my great great great grand- 
and fifty years ago, was upon à viſit 
to England, and became intimate with - 
a poet, who was a great deer-ſtealer ; 
I think his name was Shakſpeare : 
he frequently borrowed this ling, and 
with it killed ſq- much of Sir Tho- 
mas Luey's veniſon, that he narrowly 
eſcaped the fate of my two friends at 
Gibraltar. Poor Shakſpeare was im- 
priſoned, and my anceſtor obtained 
his freedom in a very ſingular man- 
ner. Queen Elizabeth was then on 
the throne, but grown ſo indolent, 
that every trifling matter was become 
a; trouble to her; dreſſing, und:efling, 
eating, drinking, and ſome other of- 
fices, waich - ſhall be nameleſs, made 
life a burthen to her: all theſe thin. 
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ke enabled her to do without, or by a 
deputy! and what do you think was 
the only return ſhe could prevail upon 
him to accept for ſuch eminent ſer- 
vices ?— Setting Shakſpeare at hberty. 
Such was his affection for that famous 
writer, that he would have ſhortened 
his own days to add to the uber of 
his friends. 

1 do a derade dg uf . 
queen's ſubjects, particularly the! beef- 
eaters, as they are vulgarly called to 
this day, however they might be 
ſtruck with the novelty at the time, 
much approved of her living totally 
without food. She did not ſurvive 
the practice herſelf above ſeven "Jus 
and a half. 

My father, who was ihe: e ne 
poſſeſſor of this fling before me, told 
me the following anecdote : 

He was walking by the n- Mone 


at 


G 

at Harwich, with this ſling in his 
pocket; before his paces had covered 
a mile, he was attacked by a fierce ani- 
mal, called a ſea-horſe, open mouthed, 
who ran at him with great fury; he 
heſitated a moment, then took out his 
ſling, retreated back about a hundred 
yards, ſtooped for a couple of pebbles, 
of which there was plenty under his 
feet, and flung them both ſo dexter- 
ouſly at the animal, that each ſtone 
put out an eye, and lodged in the ca- 
vities which their removal had occa- 
honed. He now got upon his back, 
and drove him into the ſea; for the 
moment he loſt his ſight he loſt alſo 
his ferocity, and became as tame as 
poſſible: the, ſling was placed as a 
bridle in his month; he was guided 
with the greateſt facility acroſs the 
ocean, and in leſs than three hours 
they both arrived on the oppoſite 

f; = > _ 
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more, which is about thirty leagues. 
The maſter of the Three Cups, at 
Helvoetſluys, in Holland, purchaſed 
this marine horſe to make an exhibi- 
tion of, for ſeven hundred ducats, 
which was upwards of three hundred 
pounds; and the next day my father 


paid his paſſage back in the — to 
Harwich. 


OE 20 father made ſeveral curious ob- 
ſervations in this paſſage, which 1 will 
relate hereafter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT XIE 


The frolic; its conſequences. — Windſor 
caſtle. — $t. Paul's. — College of phy- 
 ficians, undertakers, ſextons, Sc. al- 
moſt ruined. — faul #1 the apothe= 


caries. 


The nd 


TRIS famous fling makes the pol- 
ſeſſor equal to any taſk he is defirous 
of performing. 


1 made a balloon of ſuch exten 


_ five dimenſions, that an account of 3 


the ſilk it contained would exceed 
all credibility; every mercer's ſhop 
and weaver's ftock in London, Weſt- 
minſter, and Spital-fields, contributed 
to it: with this balloon and my fling 
I played many tricks, ſuch as taking 
one houſe from its ſtation, and placing 

| 12 another 
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another in its ſtead, without diſturb- 
ing the inhabitants, who were gene- 
rally aſleep, or too much employed to 
obſerve the peregrinations of their ha- 
bitations. When the ſentinel at Wind- 
for- caſtle heard St. Paul's clock ſtrike 
thirteen, it was through my dexterity ; 
1 brought the buildings nearly together 
that night, by placing the caſtle in 
Saint George's Fields, and carried it 
back again before day-light, without 
waking any of the inhabitants: not- 
withſtanding theſe exploits, I ſhould 
have kept my. balloon and its proper- 
ties a ſecret, if Mongolfier had not 
made the art of flying ſo public. | 

On the 3oth of September, when 
the College of Phyſicians chooſe. their 
annual officers, and dine ſumptuouſly 
together, I filled my balloon, brought 
it over , the dome of their building, 
ciapped the ſling round the golden ball 


( 


at the top, faſtening the other end of 

it to the balloon, and immediately aſ- 
cended with the whole College to an 
immenſe height,“ where I kept them 
upwards of three months. You will 
naturally enquire what they did for 
food ſuch a length of time? To this 
I anſwer, Had I kept them ſuſpended 
twice the time, they would have ex- 
perienced no inconvenience on that ac- 
count, ſo amply, or rather extrava- 
gantly, had they ſpread their table for 
that day's feaſting. 

Though this was meant as an inno- 
cent frolic, it was productive of much 
miſchief to ſeveral reſpectable cha- 
rafters amongſt the clergy, under- 
takers, ſextons, and grave-diggers; they 
were, it muſt be acknowledged, ſuffer- 
ers; for it is a well-known fact, that 
during the three months the college 


* Ses the plate. 
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was ſuſpended in the air, and therefore 
incapable of attending their patients, 
no deaths happened, except a few who 
fell before the ſcythe of father Time, 
and ſome melancholy objects who, per- 
haps, to avoid ſome trifling inconve- 
nience here, laid the hands of violence 
upon themſelves, and plunged into mi- 
ſery infinitely greater than that which 
they- hoped by ſuch a raſh ftep to 
avoid, without a momeht's conſidera- 
tion. 3 

If the apothecaries had not been 
very active during the above time, 
half the undertakers, in all probability, 
would have been bankrupts. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


A TRIP TO THE NORTH. 


Type Baren ſails with Captain Phipps, 


— attacks two large bears, and has @ 
very narrow eſcape. — Gains the con- 
fidence of theſe animals, and then de- 
firoys thouſands of them; loads the 
ſhip with their hams and ſkins ; makes 
preſents of the farmer, and obtains @ 
general invitation 10 all city feaſts. — 
A diſbute between the Captain and 
the Baron, in which, from motives of 
politeneſs, the Captain is ſuffered to 
gain his point. The Baron declines the 
honour of a throne, and an empreſs 
into the bargain. 


VV E all remember Capt. Phipps's 


(now Lord Mulgrave) laſt voyage of 
diſcovery to the North. I accompa- 


nied the captain, not as an officer, 
but 
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but a private friend. When we ar- 
rived in a high northern latitude, I 
was viewing the objects around me 
with the teleſcope, which I introduced 
to your notice in my Gibraltar adven- 
tures. I thought I ſaw two large 
white bears in violent action upon a 
body of ice conſiderably above the 
maſts, and about half a league diſ- 
tance. I immediately took my car- 
bine, flung it acroſs my ſhoulder, and 
aſcended the ice. When 1 arrived at 
the top, the unevenneſs of the ſurface 
made my approach to thoſe animals 
troubleſome and hazardous beyond. ex- 
preſſion: ſometimes hideous cavities 
oppoſed me, which I was obliged to 
ſpring over; in other parts the ſurface 
was as ſmooth as a mirror, and I was 
continually falling: as I approached 
near enough to reach them, I found 
they were only at play, I immediately 

| bb began 
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began. to calculate the value of their 
ſkins, for they were each as large as a 
well-fed ox : unfortunately, at the 
very inſtant I was preſenting my car- 
bine, my right foot flipped, I fell upon 
my back, and the violence of the 
blow deprived me totally of my ſenſes 
for near half an hour ; however, when 
I recovered, judge of my ſurpriſe at 
finding one of thoſe large animals 
have been juſt deſcribing, had turned 
me upon my face, and was juſt laying- 
hold of the waiſtband of my breeches, 
which were then new, and made of 
leather: he was certainly going to 
carry me feet foremoſt, God knows 
where, when I took this knife (ſhew- 
ing a large claſp knife) out of my ſide- 
pocket, made a chop at one of his 
hind feet, and cut off three of his toes; 
he immediately let me drop, and roared 
molt horridly, I took up my carbine, 
| and 
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and fired at him as he ran off; he fell 
directly. The noiſe of the piece rouſed 
ſeveral thouſands of theſe white bears, 
who were aſleep upon the ice within 
half a mile of me; they came imme- 
diately to the ſpot. There was no time 
to be loſt, A moſt fortunate thought 
arrived in my pericranium juſt at that 
inſtant. I took off the ſkin and head 
of the dead bear in half the time that 
ſome people would be in ſkinning a 
rabbit, and wrapped myſelf in it, 
placing my own head directly under 
Bruin's; the whole herd came round 
me immediately, and my apprehen- 
ſions threw me in a moſt piteous ſitua- 
tion, to be ſure: however, my {ſcheme 
turned out a moſt admirable one for 
my own ſafety. They all came 
ſmelling, and evidently took me for 
a brother Bruin: I wanted nothing 
but bulk to make an excellent coun- 
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terfeit : however, I ſaw ſeveral cnbs 
amongſt chem, not much larger chan 
myſelf. After they had all ſmelt me, 


and the body of their deceaſed com- 


panion, whoſe ſkin was now become 
my protector, we ſeemed very ſociable, 
and I found I could mimic all their 
actions tolerably well ; but at growl- 
ing, roaring, or hugging, they were 
quite my maſters. I began now to 


think how I might turn the general 
confidence which I had created a- 


mongſt theſe animals to my advantage. 
I had heard an old army ſurgeon 
ſay, a wound in the ſpine was inſtant 
death. I now determined to try the 
experiment, and had again recourſe 
to my. knife, with which I ſtuck the 
largeſt in the back of the neck, near 
the ſhoulders, but under great appre- 
henſions, not doubting but the crea- 
ture would, if he ſurvived the ſtab, 
tear 
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tear me to pieces, However, I was 
remarkably fortunate.; for he fell dead 
at my feet, without making the leaſt 
noiſe. I was now reſolved to demo- 
liſn them every one in the ſame man- 
ner, which I accompliſhed without 
the leaſt difficulty; for though they 
ſaw their companions fall, they had 
no ſuſpicion of either the cauſe or the 
effect. When they all lay dead be- 
fore me, I felt myſelf a ſecond Samp- 
ſon, having ſlain my thouſands. 

To make ſhort of the ſtory, I went 
back to the ſhip, and borrowed three 
parts of the crew, to affiſt me in ſkin- 
ning them, and carrying the hams on 
board, which we did in a few hours, 
and loaded the ſhip with them. As 
to the other parts of the animals, they 
were thrown into the ſea, though I 
doubt not but the whole would eat as 

| | well 


( mg ) 
well as the legs, were they properly 
cured. | | 

As ſoon as we returned, I ſent ſome 


of the hams, in the captain's name, to 


the lords of the Admiralty, others to 
the lords of the Treaſury, ſome to the 
lord-mayor and corporation of Loꝑ- 
don, a few to each of the trading com- 


panies, and the remainder to my par- 
ticular friends, from all of whom 1 


received warm thanks ; but from the 
city I was honoured with ſubſtantial 


notice, viz. an invitation” to dine at 


Guildhall 1 on Lord Mayor” 8 


day. 

The bear- ſkins I ſent to the Em- 
preſs of Ruſſia, to clothe: her majeſty 
and her court in the winter, for which 
ſhe wrote me a letter of thanks with 
her own hand, and ſent it by an am“ 
baſſador extraordinary, inviting me to 


mare the honours of her bed and 


K crown; 


Cn 


crown; but, as I never was ambitious 
of royal dignity, I declined her ma- 
jeſty's favour in the politeſt terms. 
The ſame ambaſſador had orders to 
wait and bring my anſwer to her ma- 
jeſty perſonally, upon which buſineſs 
he was abſent about three months: 
her majeſty's reply convinced me of 
the ſtrength of her affection, and the 
dignity of her mind; her late indiſ- 
poſition was entirely owing (as ſhe, 
kind. creature ! was pleaſed to expreſs 
herſelf in a late converſation with the 
prince Dolgoroucki) to my cruelty. 
What the ſex ſce in me I cannot con- 
ceive, but the Empreſs is not the only 
female ſovereign who has offered me 
her hand. : | 
Some people have very illiberally 
reported, that Captain Phipps did not 
proceed as far as he might have done 
upon that expedition. Here it be- 
comes 


Cs IJ 
comes my duty to acquit him; our 
ſhip was in very proper trim, till I 


loaded it with ſuch an immenſe quan- 


tity of bear- ſcins and hams, after which 
it would have been madneſs to have 
attempted to proceed further, as we 
were now ſcarcely able to combat a 
briſk gale, much leſs thoſe mountains 
of ice which lay in the higher lati- 
tudes. 

The captain has ſince allo an 
ed a diſſatisfaction that he had no ſhare 
in the honours of that day, which he. 
emphatically called the Bear- in day. 
He has alſo been very deſirous of 
knowing by what art I deſtroyed fo 
many thouſands, without fatigue or. 
danger to myſelf: indeed he is ſo am- 
bitious of dividing the glory with me, 


that we have actually quarrelled about 
it, and we are not now upon ſpeaking 


terms, He boldly aſſerts I had no 
22 merit 
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merit in deceiving the bears, becauſe 
I was covered with one of their ſkins ; 


nay, he declares there is not, in his 


opinion, in Europe, ſo complete a bear 
naturally, as himſelf, among the hu- 


man ſpecies. 
He is now a noble peer, and I am 


too well acquainted with good man- 
ners to difpute ſo delicate a point wich 
his lordſhip. - 


CHAP. 


. 


HAT 
Our Baron excels Baron. Tott beyond all 
. compariſon ; yet fails in part of his at- 
tempt. — Gets into diſgrace with. the 
Grand Signior, . who orders. his head 
to be cut off. — Eſcapes, and gets on 
board a veſſel, in which. be. is carried 
10 Venice. — Baron Tott's origin, with 
| ſome account of that great man's pa- 
rents. — Pope Ganganelli'is amour. — 


His Holineſs fond. of ſhell fiſh. 


BaRON a: de Te ott, zin his Memoirs, 
makes as great a parade of a ſingle 
act, a8 many travellers whoſe whole 
kes hh IA been ſpent in ſeeing the 
different ts, gf the globe; for my, 
part, if 1 had. been blown from Eu- 
rope to Alia from dhe mouth of a can- 
non, I ſhould have: Þoalted leis of it 
afterwards than he has done of only, 
"> oo. : firing, ; 
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firing off a Turkiſh. piece of ordnance. 
What he fays of this wonderful gun, 
as near as my memory will ſerve me, 


is this: © The Turks: had placed below 


4 b caſtle, and near the city, on the 
© banks of Siuols, @ celebrated river, 


« an enormous piece of ordnance, caſt in 
« braſs, which would carry a marble 
« ball of ELEVEN HUNDRED POUNDS 
ce weight. I was inclined, ſays Tott, 
te zo fire it, but I was willing firſt to 
ce judge of its efet; the crowd about 
« me trembled at this. propoſal, as they 
« afferted. it would overthrow not only 
e the caſtle, but the city alſo: at length- 
« their fears in part ſulfided, and I was 
« permitted to diſcharge it. It required 
not leſs than THREE. HUNDRED AND 
THIRTY POUNDS WEIGHT OF POW=. 
«DzR; and the ball weighed; as. be- 


* 


ce 


cc 


% fore mentioned, ELEVEN HUNDRED” 


* WEIGHT, When the engineer brought 
. 


e 
* r —_— ep 


ES. 
« the priming, the crowds who were 
« about me retreated back as faſt as they 


ec could; nay, it was with the utmoſt dif- 


ce ficulty T1 perſuaded the pacna, who 
came on purpoſe, there was no danger : 
ce even the engineer, who was to diſcharge 
« it by my direction, was conſiderably 
ce alarmed. I took my fland on ſome 
& ſtone-work behind the cannon, gave 
« the ſignal, and felt a fhock like that 
e of an EARTHQUAKE |! At the diſtance 
« of three hundred fathom, the ball 
« burſt into three pieces; the fragments 


ce croſſed the Strait, rebounded on the 
ce oppoſite mountain, and left the ſurface 
ce of the water all in a foam, through the 


ce whole breadth of the channel.” 
This gentlemen, is, as near as I 


can recollect, Baron Torr's account 


of the largeſt cannon in the known 


world. Now, when I was there not 
long ſince, the anecdote of Torr's 
| firing 
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firing this tremendous piece was men- , 
tioned as a proof of that gentleman's. 
extraordinary courage. | 
I was determined not to be outdone. 
by a Frenchman ; therefore took this 
very piece upon my. ſhoulder, and, 
after balancing it properly, jumped. 
into the ſea. with. it, and ſwam to the. 
oppoſite ſhore,. from whence I unfor- 
tunately. attempted. to throw it back. 
into its former place: I ſay unfortu- 
nately, for it ſhipped a little in my hand, 
juſt as I was going to diſcharge it, 
and in confequence of that, 1t fell into 
the middle of the channel,. where it. 
now lies, without a proſpect. of ever. 
recovering it; and, notwithſtanding. 
the high favour I was in with the 
Grand Signior, as before mentioned, 
this cruel Turk, as ſoon as he heard. 
of the loſs of his famous piece of 


ordnance, iſſued an order to cut off my. 
| head... 
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head. I was immediately informed of 
it by one of the Sultanas, with whom 
1 was become a great favourite, and 
ſhe ſecreted me in her apartment 
while the officer charged with my exe- 
cution was, with his aſſiſtants, in ſearch 
of me. | 

That very night I made my 8 
on board à veſſel bound to Venice, 
which. was then weighing anchor to 
proceed on her voyage. 

The laſt ſtory, gentlemen, I am not 
fond of mentioning, as I miſcarrie d 
in the attempt, and was very near 
loſing my life into the bargain : how- 
ever, as it contains no impeachment 
of my honour, I would not withhold 
it from you. 

Now, gentlemen, you all know me. 
and can have no doubt of my ve- 
racity: I will entertain you with 

the 


(- 1223 ;)) - 
the origin of this wn ſwaggering, 
bouncing Torr. i | 

His reputed father was a native of 
Berne, in Switzerland; his profeſſion 
was that of a ſurveyor of the ſtreets, 
lanes, and alleys, vulgarly called a 
ſcavenger. His mother was a native 
of the mountains of Savoy, and had 
a moſt beautiful large wen on her 
neck, common to both ſexes in that 
part of the world; ſhe left her pa- 
rents when young, and ſought her for- 
tune in the ſame city which gave his 
father birth: ſhe maintained herſelf 
while ſingle by acts of Kindneſs to our 
ſex, for ſhe never was known to refuſe 
them any favour they aſked, provided 
they did but pay her ſome compliment 
before hand. This lovely couple met 
by accident in the ſtreet, in conſe- 
quence of their being both intoxicated ; 
for, by reeling to one centre, they 

| threw 
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threw each other down; this created 
mutual abuſe, in which they were 
complete adepts; they were both car- 
ried to the watch-houſe, and aſter- 
wards, to the houſe of correction; 
they ſoon ſaw the folly of quarrelling, 
made it up, became fond of each 
other, and married: but madam re- 
turning to her old tricks, his father, 
who had high notions of honour, ſoon 
ſeparated- himſelf from her ; ſhe then 
Joined a family who ſtrolled about with 
a puppet-ſhew. In time ſhe arrived at 
Rome, where ſhe kept an oyſter-ſtand. 
You have all heard” no doubt, of 
Port GANGANELL1, commonly called 
Clement XIV. he was remarkably fond 
of oyſters. One Good-Friday as he 
was paſſing through this famous city in 
ſtate, to aſſiſt at high- maſs at St. Pe- 
ter's church, he ſaw this woman's oyſ- 
ters, (which were remarkably fine 

and 
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and freſh) he could not proceed 
without taſting them; there were a- 
bove five thouſand people in his train ; 
he ordered them all to ſtop, and ſent 
word to the church he could not at- 
tend maſs. till next day; then alight- 
ing from his horſe (for the Pope always 
rides on horſeback upon theſe occa- 
fions) he went into her ſtall, and ate 
every oyſter ſhe had there, and after- 
wards retired into the cellar, where ſhe 
had a few more. This ſubterraneous 
apartment was her kitchen, parlour, 
and bed-chamber. He liked his ſitua- 
Fon ſo much, that he diſcharged all his 
attendants, and, to make ſhort of the 
ſtory, His HolLIx ESS paſſed the whole 
night with her! Before they parted, 
he gave her full abſolution, not only 
for every ſin ſhe had, but all ſhe 
might hereafter commit. 
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Now, gentlemen, I have his mother's 
word for it, ( and ber honour cannot be 
doubted) that Baron Tott is the fruit of 
that amour. When Tott was born, bis 

mother applied to his Holineſs, as the 
father of her child : be immediately placed 
him under proper people ; and as be grew 
ub, gave bim a gentleman's education, 
had bim taught the uſe of arms, pro: 
cured him promotion in France, and, a 

title, and when he died he left him a ein 
eftates,' 
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CHAP. XV. 


A further account of the journey from 

© Harwich to Helvoetfluys. — Deſcription 
of a number of marine objects, never 
mentioned by any traveller before. — 
Rocks ſeen in this paſſage, equal to the 
Alps in magritude: Lobfters, Crabs, 
Sc. of an extraordinary magnitude. — 
A woman's life ſaved. — The cauſe of 
Ber falling into the ſea, — Dr. Hawes's 
directions followed with ſucceſs. - 


I Omitted ſeveral very material parts 
of my father's journey acroſs the Eng- 
Iiſh channel to Holland, which, that 
they may not be totally loſt, T will 
now faithfully give you in his own 
words, as I heard him relate them to 
his friends ſeveral times. 

« On my arrival,“ ſays my father, 
at Helvoetſluys, I was obſerved 
to 


ce 


*S 


CC an} 


to breathe with . difficulty: 


upon the inhabitants inquiring in- 
to the cauſe, I informed them, that 


the animal upon whoſe back I rode 
from Harwich acroſs to their ſhore 
did not ſwim ! ſuch is their pecu- 


liar form and diſpoſition, that they 
cannot float or move upon the 
ſurface of the water : he -ran with 
incredible ſwiftneſs upon the ſands, 
from ſhore to ſhore, driving fiſh in 
millions before him, many of which 
were quite different from any I had 


yet ſeen, carrying their heads at the 


extremity of their tails. I croſſed,” 


continued he, © one prodigious range 
* of rocks, equal in height to the 
« Alps, * on the ſides of which there 
« were a great variety of tall, noble 


* The tops or higheſt parts of theſe marine moun- 
tains are ſaid to be upwards of one hundred fathoms 


below the ſurface of the ſea. 


L 2 trees,, 
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trees, loaded with marine fruit, ſuck 
as lobſters, crabs, oyſters, ſcollops, 
muſcles, cockles, &c. &e. ſome of 


which were a cart load ſingly! and 


none leſs than a porter” s! All thoſe 


which are brought on ſhore, and 
ſold in our markets, are of an infe- 
rior dwarf kind, or properly water- 
falls, i. e. fruit ſhook off the branches 
of the tree it grows upon by the 
motion of the water, as thoſe in 
our gardens are by that of the 
wind! The lobfter-trees appeared 
the richeſt, but the crab and oyſters 
were the talleſt, The periwinkle 
is a kind of ſhrub; it grows at the 


foot of the oyſter-tree, and twines 


round tit, as the ivy does the oak. 
J obſerved the effects of feveral ac- 
cidents by ſhipwreck, &c. particu- 
larly a ſhip that had been wrecked 


by ſtriking againſt a mountain or 


rock, 
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cc rock, the top of which lay within: | 
et three fathoms of the ſurface. As 
« ſhe ſunk, ſhe fell upon her ſide, and 
« forced a very large lobſter-tree out 
« of its place. It was in the ſpring, 
5 when the lobſters were very young; 
« and many of them being ſeparated 
« by the violence of the ſhock, they 
« fell upon a crab-tree, which was 
cc growing below them; they have, 
like the farina of plants, united, 
ee and produced a fiſh reſembling both. 
Fi . W 4 to bring one with. 
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0 but it was too cumberſome, 
8 at. my falt-water Pegaſus ſeemed 
cc 


much difpleaſed at every attempt 
« to ſtop his career whilſt I continued 
<« upon his back; beſides, I was then, 
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e though galloping over a mountain | 
« of rocks that lay about midway the | 


ce Paſſage, at leaſt five hundred fathom 
* below the ſurface of the ſea, and 
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began to find the want of air in- 
convenient; therefore J had no in- 


clination to prolong the time. Add 
to this, my ſituation was in other 


reſpects very unpleafant: I met 


many large fiſh, who were, if I 


could judge by their open mouths, 


not only able, but really wiſhed to 


devour us; now, as my Roſinante 


was blind, I had theſe hungry gen- 
tlemen's attempts to guard againſt,, 


in addition to my other difficulties. 


« As we drew near the Dutch 
ſhore, and the body of water over 
our heads did not exceed twenty 


fathoms, I thought I ſaw a human 
figure in a female dreſs then ly- 
ing on the ſand before me,“ with 


ſome ſigns of life: when I came 
cloſe, I perceived her hand move ; 


I took it into mine, and brought 


* See the plate. 


cc her 


K 
her on ſhore as a corpſe. An apo- 
thecary, who had juſt been inſtructed 
by Dr. Hawes,* of London, treated 
her properly, and ſhe recovered. 


She was the rib of a man who 


commanded a veſſel belonging to 
Helvoetſluys. He was juſt going 
out of port on a voyage, when ſhe, 


hearing he had got a miſtreſs with 


him, followed him in an open 


boat. As ſoon as ſhe had got on 


the quarter-deck, ſhe flew at her 
huſband, and attempted to ſtrike 
him with ſuch impetuoſity, that he 


thought it moſt prudent to flip on 


one fide, and let her make the im- 
preſſion of her fingers upon the 
waves rather than his face: he was 


not much out-in his ideas of the 


conſequence ; for meeting no oppo- 


*The Baron's father muſt have lived very lately, 


if Dr. Hawes was his preceptor. 


ce ſition, 
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ſition, ſhe went directly overboard, 
and it was my unfortunate lot to 
lay the foundation for bringing this 
happy pair together again. | 
cc ] can eaſily conceive what exe- 
crations the huſband loaded me with, 
when, upon his return, he found 
this gentle creature waiting his ar- 
rival, and learned the means by 
which ſhe came into the world again. 
However, great as the injury is 
which 1 have done this poor devil, 
I hope he will die in charity with 
me, as my motive was good, though 
the conſequences to him are, it mult. 


be confeſſed, horrible,” 


> | CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


7 Bis is à very ſhort chapter, but contains 
4 fact for which the Baron's memory 
ought to be dear to every Engliſhman, 
eſpectally thoſe who may hereafter have 
the misfortune of being made = * 
F War. 


O N my return from Gibraltar, 1 


travelled by way of France to Eng- 


land. Being a foreigner, this was not 
attended with any inconvenience to 
me. I found in the harbour of Calais 
a ſhip juſt arrived, with a number of 
Engliſh failors, as priſoners of war. 


I immediately conceived an idea of 


giving theſe brave fellows their liberty, 
which I accompliſhed as follows. — 
After forming a pair of large wings, 
each of them forty yards long, and 
fourteen wide, and annexing them to 

| wh 


„„ 

myſelf, I mounted at break of day, 
when every creature, even the watch 
upon deck, was faſt aſleep. As I ho- 
vered over the ſhip, I faſtened three 
grappling irons to the tops of the 
three maſts, with my fling, and fairly 
lifted her ſeveral yards out of the 
water, and then proceeded acroſs to 
Dover“, where I arrived in half an 
hour! Having no further occaſion 
for theſe wings, I made them a preſent 
to the governor of Dover Caſtle, 
where they are now exhibited to the 
curious. „„ ö 

As to the priſoners, and the French- 
men who guarded them, they did not 
awake till they had been near two 
hours on Dover Pier. The moment 
the Engliſhmen underſtood their ſitu- 
ation, they changed places with their 


o Sce the plate. 
guard, 


us 


„ 
guard, and took back what they had - 
been plundered of, but no more; for 


they were too generous to retaliate, ” 
and plunder 0 in return. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Voyage eaftward.—The Baron introduces 

4 friend who never deceived him; wins 

an hundred guineas by pinning his faith 
upon that friend's noſe Game ſtarted 
at ſea. — Some other circumſtances, 
which will, it is hoped, afford the 
Reager no ſmall degree of amuſement. 


IN a voyage which I made to the 
Eaft Indies with Captain Hamilton, I 
took a favourite pointer with me; he 
was, to uſe a common phraſe, worth 
his weight in gold, for. he never de- 
ceived me. One day when we were, 
by the beſt ' obſervations we could 
make, at leaſt three hundred leagues 
from land, my. dog pointed : I obſerved 
him for near an hour with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and mentioned the circumſtance 
to the captain and every officer on 
board, 


( 7 }Þ- - 
board, aſſerting, that we muſt be near 
land, for my dog ſmelt game. This 
occaſioned a general laugh ; but that 
did not alter in the leaſt the good opi- 
nion I had of my dog. After much 

converſation pro and con, I ' boldly 
told the captain, I placed more confi- 
dence in TRAVv's noſe, than I did in 
the eyes of every ſeaman on board; 
and therefore boldly propoſed laying 
the ſum I had agreed to pay for my 
paſſage (viz. one hundred guineas), 
that we ſhould find game within half 
an hour. The captain (a good hearty 
fellow) laughed again, defired Mr. 
Crawford the ſurgeon, who was pre- 
ſent, to feel my pulſe : he did ſo; and 
reported me in perfect health. The 
following dialogue between them took 
place; I overheard it, though ſpoken 
low, and at ſome diſtance, 


M Captain. 


5 
1 
1 
1 
x 
| 


. 
Captain. His brain is turned; I can- 
not with honour accept his wager. 
. Surgeon, I am of a different opi- 


mon; he 1s quite ſane, and depends 


more upon the ſcent of his dog, than 
he'will upon the judgment of all the 
officers- on board: he will certainly 
loſe, and he richly merits it. 

Captain. Such a wager cannot be 
fair on my ſide; however, I'll take 


him up, if I return his money after- 


wards. 
During the above converſation, Tray 
continued in the ſame ſituation, and 
confirmed me {till more in my former 
opinion. I propoſed the wager a ſe- 

cond time; it was then accepted. 
Done! and Done! were ſcarcely ſaid 
on both fides, when ſome ſailors who 
were fiſhing in the long-boat, which 
was made faſt to the ſtern of the ſhip, 
harpooned an exceeding large ſhark, 
0 which 


Ei, 


which they brought on board, and 
began to cut up for the purpoſe of 
barrelling the oil, when, hehold, they 
found no leſs than fix brace of live 


partridges in this animal's ſtomach ! 


They had been ſo long in that ſitu- 


ation, that one of the hens was fitting 
upon four eggs, and a fifth was hatch- 
ing, when the ſhark was s opened F4A1! 


* This young bird we brought up, by placing it 
with a litter of kittens that came into the world a few 
minutes before! The old cat was as fond of it as any 
of her own four-legged progeny, and made herſelf very 
unhappy when-it flew out of her reach till it returned 
again. As to the other partridges, there were four 
hens amongf them: one or more were, during the 
voyage, conſtantly ſitting, and conſequently we had 
plenty of game at the Captain's table; and in grati- 
tude to poor Tray (for being a m:ans of winning one 
hundred guineas), I ordered him the bones * and 
ſometimes a whole bird. * 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


A fecond viſit (but an accidental one) to 
the mon, — The ſhip driven by a whirl- 
wind A thouſand leagues above the 
furface of the water, where a new at- 
miſphere meets them, and carries then 
2:70 à capacious harbour in the Moon.— 

A deſcription of the inhabitants, and 
their manner of coming into the 
Lunarian world. — Animals, cuſtoms, 
weapons of war, wines, vegetables, Cc. 


A SECOND TRIP TO THE MOON. 


I HAVE already informed you of one 
trip I made to the moon, in ſearch of 
my ſilver hatchet: I afterwards made 
another in a much pleaſanter manner, 
and ſtaid in it long enough to take 
notice of ſeveral things, which I will 
endeavour to deſcribe as accurate 8: as 


my memory will permit. 
I went 


at A 


| 
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I went on a voyage of diſcovery 

at the requeſt of a diſtant relation, 
who had a ſtrange notion that there 
were people to be found equal in mag- 
nitude to thoſe deſcribed by Gulliver 
in the empire of BROBDIGN AO. For 
my part I always treated that account 
as fabulous; however, to oblige him, 
for he had made me his heir, I under- 
took it, and failed for the South 8 
where we arrived without meeting with 
any thing remarkable, except ſome 
flying men and women, who were 
playing at leap frog, and dancing mi- 
nuets in the air. „ 
On the eighteenth day after we had 
paſſed the iſland of Otaheite, men- 
tioned by Captain Cook as the place 
from whence they brought Omai, a | 
hurricane blew our ſhip at leaſt one 7 
thouſand leagues above the ſurface of. 
the water, and kept it at that height 
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(142) 
till a freſh gale ariſing, filled the ſails 
in every part, and onwards we tra- 
velled at a prodigious rate: thus we 
proceeded above the clouds for fix 
weeks. At laſt we diſcovered a great 
land in the ſky, like a ſhining iſland, 
tound and bright; where, coming into 


a convenient harbour, we went on 
ſhore, and ſoon found it was inhabited. 


Below us we ſaw another earth, con- 
taining cities, trees, mountains, ri- 
vers, ſeas, &c. which we conjectured 


was this world which we had left. 
Here we ſaw huge figures riding upon 
vultures of a prodigious ſize, and each 


of them having three heads. To form 


ſome idea of the magnitude of theſe 


birds, I muſt inform you, that each of 
their wings are as wide, and fix times 
the length of the main-ſheet of our 


veſſel, which was about ſix hundred 


tons burthen. Thus, inſtead of riding 
| upon 
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upon horſes,” as we do in this world, 
the inhabitants of the Moon (for we 
now found we were in madam Luna) 
fly about on theſe birds. The king 
we found was engaged in a war with 
the SUN, and he offered me a com- 
miſſion, but I declined the honour his 

majeſty intended me. | | 
Every thing in his world is of ex- 
traordinary magnitude; a common 
flea being much larger than one of our 
ſheep: in making war, their prin- 
cipal weapons are radiſhes, which are 
uſed as darts; thoſe who are wounded 
by them, die immediately. Their 
ſhields are made of muſhrooms ; and. 
their darts (when radiſhes are out of 
ſeaſon) of the tops of aſparagus. Some 
of the natives of the dog-ſtar are to 
be ſeen here; commerce tempts them 
to ramble: their faces are like large 
maſtiffs, with their eyes near the lower 
end 
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end or tip of their noſes; they have 
no eye-hds, but cover their eyes with 
the end of their tongues when they 
go to ſleep: they are generally twenty 
feet high. As to the natives of the 
Moon, none of them are leſs in ſta- 
ture than thirty-ſix feet; they are not 
called the human ſpecies, but the 
cooking animals, for they all dreſs 
their food by fire, as we do, but loſe 
no time at their meals, as they open 
their left ſide, and place the whole 
quantity at once in their ſtomach, then 
Mut it again till the fame day in the 
next month; for they never indulge 
themſelves with food more than twelve 
times in a year, or once a month. 
All but gluttons and epicures mult 
prefer this method to ours. 

There is but one ſex either of the 
cooking or any other animals in the 
Moon; wth are alt Produced from 
| „ 
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ees of various ſizes and foliage: 
hat which produces the cooking ani- 
al, or human ſpecies, is much more 
zeautiful than any of the others; it 
has large ſtraight boughs, and fleſh- 
Coloured leaves, and the fruit it pro- 


uces are nuts or pods, with hard 


hells, at leaſt two yards long: When 
they become ripe, which is known 


from their changing colour, they are 


gathered with great care, and laid by 
long as they think proper : when 
hey chooſe to animate the feed of 


arge cauldron of boiling water, which 


ut jumps the creature. 
Nature forms their minds for dif- 
rent purſuits before they come into 
he world; from one ſhell comes forth 
A warrior, from another a philoſopher, 
om a third a divine, from a fourth 
| a lawyer, 
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theſe nuts, they throw them into a 


bpens the ſhells in a few hours, and 
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a lawyer, from a fifth a farmer, from 


a ſixth a clown, &c. &c, and all 


of them immediately begin to perfect 
themſelves, by practiſing what _ 
before knew only in theory. 

When they grow old, they do not 
die, but turn into air, and, diſſolve 
like ſmoke! As for their drink, they 
need none ; the only evacuations they 
have are inſenſible, and by their 
breath. They have but one finger 
upon each hand, with which they 
perform every thing in as perfect a 
manner as we who have four beſides 
the thumb. Their heads are placed un- 
der their right arm; and, when they are 
going to travel, or about any violent 
exerciſe, they generally leave them at 
home, for they can conſult them at 
any diftance : this 1s a very common 
practice: and when thoſe of rank or 
* among the Lunarians have an 

. inchnation 
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inclination to ſee what's going forward 
among the common people, they ſtay at 
home, 1. e. the body ſtays at home, 
and ſends the head only, which is ſuf- 
fered to be preſent incog. and return 
at pleaſure with an account of what 
has paſled. 

The ſtones of their grapes are ex- 
actly like hail; and, I am perfectly 
ſatisfied, that when a ſtorm or high 
wind in the Moon ſhakes their vines, 
and breaks the grapes from the ſtalks, 
the ſtones fall down, and form our hail- 
ſhowers. I would adviſe thoſe who 
are of my opinion, to ſave a quantity of 
theſe ſtones when it hails next, and 
make Lunarian wine. It is common 
beverage at Saint Luke's. Some mate- 
rial circumſtances I had nearly onutted. 
They put their bellies to the ſame uſe 
we do a ſack, and throw whatever they 


have occaſion for into it, for they can 
ſhu: 


(#3 
| ſhut and open it again when they 
pleaſe, as they do their ſtomachs; 
they are . not troubled with bowels, 
liver, heart, or any other inteſtines ; 
neither are they incumbered with 
clothes, nor is there any part of their 
bodies unſeemly or indecent to ex- 
hibit. | ot, 
Their eyes they can take in and out 
of their places when they pleaſe, and 
can ſee as well with them in their hand 
as in their head! and if by any acci- 
dent they loſe or damage one, they can 
borrow or purchaſe another, and ſee 
as clearly with it as their own. Dealers 
in eyes are on that account very nu- 
' merous in moſt parts of the Moon, 
and 1n this article alone all the inhabi- 
tants are whimſical ; ſometimes green, 
and ſometimes yellow eyes are the 
faſhon, I know theſe things appear 
ſtrange; but if the ſhadow of a doubt 
can 
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's mind, I 


ſay, let him take a voyage there him- 


ſelf, and then he will know I am a 


traveller of 
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Veracity. 
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CH AP Xx. 

The Baron croſſes the Thames without 
the aſſiſtance of a bridge, ſhip, boat, 
or balloon, or even his own will; rouſes 
himſelf after a long nap, and deſtroys 
a monſter, who lived upon the deſtruc- 
tion of others. 


My firſt viſit to England was about 
the beginning of the ' preſent King's 
reign. I had occaſion to go down to 
Wapping, to ſee ſome goods ſhipped, 
which I was ſending to ſome friends 
at Hamburgh: after that buſineſs was 
over, I took the Tower Wharf in my 
way back, Here I found the fun 
very powerful; and I was ſo much 
fatigued that I ſtepped into one of 
the cannon to compoſe me, where | fell 
falf afleep. This was about.noon ; it 

| was 


© 83 J 
was the fourth of June: exactly at one 
o'clock, theſe cannon were all diſ- 
charged in memory of the day: they 
had been all charged that morning, and 
having no ſuſpicion of my ſituation, 
F was ſhot over the houſes on the op- 
pofite ſide of the river, into a farmer's 
yard, between Bermondſey and Dept- 
foßd, where I fell upon. a large hay- 
ſtack, without waking, and conti- 
nued there in a ſound: ſleep till hay be- 
came ſo extravagantly dear (which was 
about three months after); that the 
farmer found it his intereſt to ſend 
his whole ſtock to market: the ſtack: 
I was repoſing upon was the largeſt in 
the yard, containing above five hun- 
dred load; they began to cut that 
firſt. I waked (with the voices of 
the people who had: aſcended: the lad- 
ders to begin at the top) and got 
up, totally ignorant of my ſituation 
T3 WB in 
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in attempting to run away, I fell upon 
the farmer to whom the hay belonged, 
and broke his neck, yet received no 
injury myſelf ! I afterwards found, to 
my great conſolation, that this fellow 
was a moſt deteſtable character, always 
keeping the produce of his ones 
for extravagant markets. 
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CHAP; XX. 


The Baron ſlips through the world: df 
tar paying a vifit to Mount Etna, he 
finds. himſelf in the South Sea ; viſits. 
Vulcan in his paſſage ; gets on board a 
Dutchman; arrives at an iſland ef 
Cheeſe, ſurrounded by a ſea. of Milk; 
deferibes ſome very extraordinary ob- 
jects.— Lgſe their compaſs ; their ſhip 
flips between the teeth of a fiſh unknown: 
in this part of the world; their diffi-- 
culty in eſcaping from thence ; arrive in 
the Caſpian. ſea.—Starves a bear to 
death —A few. waiſtcoat anecdotes.—: 
In this chapter, which is the longeſt, 
the Baron moralixes upon. the virtue of 
veracity. . 


Mx. Brydone's Travels to Sicily, 
which I had read wich great pleaſure, 
_ HY. ; induced 
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induced me to pay a viſit to Mount 
Etna; my voyage to this place was 
not attended with any circumſtances 
worth relating. One morning early, 
three or four days after my arrival, I 
| ſet out from a cottage where I had 
ſept, within fix miles of the foot of 
the mountain, determined to explore 
the internal parts, if I periſhed in the 
attempt. After three hours hard la- 
bour, I found myſelf at the top; it 
was then, and had been for npwards 
of three weeks raging ; its appearance 
in this ſtate has been fo frequently no- 
ticed by different travellers, that 1 
will not tire you with deſcriptions of 
objects you are already acquainted 
with. I walked round the edge of the 
crater, which appeared to be fifty 
times at leaſt as capacious as the De- 
vil's Punch-Bowl near Petersfield, on 
-the Portſmouth road, but not fo broad 

at 
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at the bottom, as in that part it re- 
ſembles the contracted part of a fun- 
nel more than a punch- bowl. At laſt, 
having made up my mind, in I ſprang 
fees foremoſt: I ſoon found. myſelf in 
a warm birth, and my body bruiſed 
and burnt in various parts by the red- 
hot cinders, which, by their violent 
aſcent, oppoſed my deſcent ; however, 
my weight ivon brought me to the 
bottom, where I found myſelf in the 
midſt of noiſe and clamour, mixed 
with moſt horrid imprecations ; after 
recovering my ſenſes, and feeling a re- 
duction of my pain, I began to look a- 
bout me. Gueſs, gentlemen, my aſto- 
niſhment, when J found myſelf in the 
company of Vulcan and his cyclops, 
who had been quarrelling for the three 
weeks before mentioned, about the 
obſervation of good order and due 
ſubordination, and which had occa- 

tioned 


„ 
fioned ſuch alarms for that ſpace of 
time in the world above. However, my 
arrival reſtored peace to the whole 
ſociety, and Vulcan himſelf did me 
the honour of applying plaſters to my 
wounds, which healed them immedi- 
ately ; he alſo placed refreſhments before 
me, particularly nectar, and other rich 
wines, ſuch as the gods and goddeſſes 
only aſpire to. After this repaſt was 
over, Vulcan ordered Venus to ſhew me 
every. indulgence which. my ſituation. 
required. To deſcribe the apartment 
and the couch on which I. repoſed, is 
totally. impoſſible, therefore I will not 
attempt it: let it ſuffice to ſay, it ex- 
ceeds the power of language to do it juſ- 
tice, or ſpeak of that kind-hearted god- 
deſs in any, terms. equal to her merit. 

Vulcan gave. me. a very. conciſe. 
account. of Mount Etna; he ſaid it 


was nothing more than an accumula- 
tion 
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tion of aſhes thrown from his forge ; 
that he was frequently obliged to 
chaſtiſe his people, at whom, in his 
paſſion, he made it a practice to throw 
red-hot coals at home, which they 
often parried with great dexterity, 
and then threw them up into the world, 
to place them out of his reach, for they 
never attempted to aſſault him in re- 
turn, by throwing them back again: 
our quarrels, added he, laſt ſometimes 
three or four months, and theſe appear- 
ances of coals or cinders in the world 
are what I find you mortals call erup- 
tions. Mount Veſuvius, he aſſured 
me, was another of his ſhops, to which 
he had a paſſage three hundred and 
fifty leagues under the bed of the 
ſea, where ſimilar quarrels produced 
ſimilar eruptions. I ſhould have con- 
tinued here as an humble attendant 
upon Madam Venus; but ſome buſy 
| tattlers 
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tattlers, who delight in miſchief, whiſ- 
pered a tale in Vulcan's ear, which 
roufed in him a fit of jealouſy not 
to be appeaſed. Without the leaſt 
previous notice, he took me one morn- 


ing under his arm, as I was waiting 


upon Venus, agreeably to cuſtom, 
and carried me to an apartment I had 
never before ſeen, in which there was, 
to all appearance, a well, with a wide 


mouth: over this he held me at arm's- 


length, and faying, © Ungrateful nor- 
« tal, return to the world from whence 
« you came,” without giving me the 
leaſt opportunity of reply, dropped 
me in the centre. I found: myſelf de- 


ſcending with an increaſing rapidity, 


til the horror of my mind | deprived 
me of all reflection. I ſuppoſe I fell 


into a trance; from which I was ſud- 


denly rouſed, by plunging: into a large 
body 
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body of water iluminated by the rays 
of the ſun!! 

I could, from my infancy, ſwim 
well, and play tricks in the water. I 
now found myſelf in paradiſe, con- 
ſidering the horrors of mind I had 
juſt been releaſed from. After looking 
about me ſome time, I could diſcover 
nothing but an expanſe of ſea, ex- 
tending beyond the eye in every direc- 
tion; I alſo found it very cold, a dif- 
ferent climate from Maſter Vulcan's 
ſhop. At laſt I obſerved, at ſome diſ- 
tance, a body of amazing magnitude, 
like a huge rock, approaching me : 
I ſoon diſcovered it to be a piece of 
floating ice; I ſwam round it till I 
found a place where I could aſcend 
to the top, which I did, but not with- 
out ſome difficulty. Still I was out of 
fight of land, and deſpair returned 
with double force: however, before 

night 
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night came on, I ſaw a fail, which 
we approached very faſt; when it was 
within a very ſmall. diſtance, I hailed 
them in- German ; they anſwered in 
Dutch; I then flung myſelf into the 
ſea, and they threw out a rope, by 
which I was taken on board. I now 
enquired where we were, and was in- 
formed, in the great Southern Ocean . 
this opened a diſcovery which re- 
moved all my doubts and difficulties. 
It was now evident that I had paſſed 
from Mount Etna through the centre 
of the earth to the South Seas ; this, 
gentlemen, was a much ſhorter cut 
than going round the world, and 
which no man has accompliſhed, or 
ever attempted, but myſelf: however, 
the next time I perform it, I will be 
much more particular 1 in my obſerva- 


tions. 
I took ſome refreſhment, and went 


to 
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to reſt. The Dutch are a very nds fort 
of people; I related the Etna paſſage 
to the officers, exactly as I have done 
to you; and ſome of them, particu- 
larly the Captain, ſeemed by his gri- 
mace and half-ſentences to doubt my 
veracity: however, as he had kindly 
taken me on board his veſſel, and was 
then in the very act of adminiſtering 


to my neceſſitics, I pocketed the af- 
front. 


I now in my turn began to enquire 
where they were bound? To which 
they anſwered,. they were in ſearch of 
new diſcoveries ; © and if, laid. they, 
your ftory is true, a new paſſage is really 
diſcovered, and we ſball not return diſap- 
Pointed.“ We were now exactly in 
Captain Cook's firl? track, and arrived 
the next morning in Botany Bay. 
This place I would by no means re- 
commend to the Engliſh government as 

O re 
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a receptacle for felons, or place of pu- 
niſnment: it ſhould rather be the re- 
ward of merit, nature having moſt 
bountifully beſtowed her beſt gifts 
upon it. 

We ſtaid here but three days; ; the 
fourth after our departure, a moſt 
dreadful ſtorm aroſe, which in a few 
hours deſtroyed all our fails, ſplin- 
tered our bowſprit, and brought down 


our top-maſt; it fell directly upon 
the box that incloſed our compaſs, 


which, with the compaſs, was broken 
to pieces. Every one who has been at 


\ fea, knows the conſequences of ſuch a 
"misfortune; we now were at a loſs 


where to ſteer. At length the ſtorm 
abated, which was followed by a 
ſteady briſk gale, that carried us at 
leaſt forty knots an hour for fix 
months*! when we begen to obſerve 


* We ſhould ſuppoſe the Baron has made a little 
miſtake and ſubſtituted months for days 
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an amazing change in every thing 
about us; our ſpirits became light, 
our noſes were regaled with the moſt 
aromatic effluvia imaginable : the ſea 
alſo had changed its complexion, and 
from green became white ! .Soon after 
theſe wonderful alterations we ſaw 
hnd, and not at any great diſtance 
an inlet, ' which we failed up near 
| faxty leagues, and found it wide and 
deep, flowing with milk of the moſt 
delicious taſte. Here we landed, and 
foon found it was an iſland conſiſting 
of one large cheeſe : we diſcovered this 
by one of the company fainting away 
as ſoon as he landed; this man always 
had an averſion to cheeſe: when he 
_ recovered, he deſired the cheeſe to be 
taken from under his feet; upon exa- 
mination we found him perfectly right, 
for the whole iſland, as before ob- 
ſerved, was nothing but a cheeſe: of 

Q2- im- 


( 164 ) 

immenſe” magnitude! Upon this the 
inhabitants, who are amazingly nu- 
merous, principally ſuſtain themſelves, 
and it grows every night in propor- 
tion as it is conſumed in the day. 
Here ſeemed to be plenty of vines, 
with bunches of large grapes, which, 
upon being preſſed, yielded nothing 
but milk. We faw the inhabitants 
running races upon the ſurface of the 
milk; they were upriglit, comely 
figures, nine feet high, have three 
legs, and but one arm; upon the 
whole, their form was graceful ; and 
when they quarrel, they exerciſe a ſtrait 
horn, which grows in adults from the 
centre of their foreheads, with great 
adroitneſs: they did not ſink at all, 
but ran and walked upon the ſurface 
of the milk, as we do upon a bowling- 
green. 


_—_ this iſland af cheeſe grows 
great 


1 
great plenty of corn, the ears of which 
produce loaves of bread, ready made, 
of a round form like muſhrooms. 
We diſcovered, in our rambles over 
this cheeſe, ſeventeen other rivers of 
milk, and ten of wine. 

After thirty-eight days journey, we 
arrived on the oppoſite fide to that on 
which we landed; here we found ſome 
blue mould, as cheeſe-eaters call it, 
from whence ſpring all kinds of rich 
fruit: inſtead of breeding mites, it 
produced peaches, nectarines, apricots, 
and a thouſand delicious fruits, which 
we are not acquainted with. In 
theſe trees, which are of an amazing 
ſize, were plenty of birds neſts: a- 
mongſt others was a king-fiſher's, of 
prodigious magnitude ; it was at leaſt 
twice the . circumference of the dome 
of St. Paul's church in London: 
vpon inſpection, this neſt was made of 
Q3 buge 
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huge trees, curiouſly joined together; 
there were, let me ſee (for I make it 
a rule always to ſpear within compaſs ), 
there were upwards of five hundred 
egos in this neſt, and each of them 
was as large as four common hog[l- 
heads or eight barrels, and we could 
not only ſee, but hear the young ones 
chirping within. Having, with great 
fatizue, cut open one of theſe eggs, 
we let out a young one unfeathered, 
conſiderably larger than twenty full- 
grown vultures. Juſt as we had 
given this youngſter his liberty, the 
old king-fiſher lighted, and ſeizing our 
captain, who had been active in 
breaking the egg, in one of her claws, 
flew with him above a mile high, and 
then let him drop into the ſea, but 
not till ſhe had beaten all his teeth 
out of his mouth with her wings, 
Dutchmen generally ſwim well; he 

| ſoon 
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ſoon joined us, and we retreated to 
our ſhip. On our return we took a 
different route, and obſerved many 
ſtrange objects. We ſhot two wild 
oxen, each with one horn alſo, like 
the inhabitants, except that it ſprouted 
from between the eyes of theſe ani- 
mals: we were afterwards concerned 
at having deſtroyed them, as we found, 
by inquiry, they tamed theſe creatures. 
and uſed them as we do horſes, to ride 
upon and draw their carriages; their 
fleſh, we were informed, is excellent, 
but uſeleſs where people live upon 
cheeſe and milk. When we had 
reached within two days journey of 
the ſhip, we - obſerved three men 
hanging to a tall tree by the heels: 
upon enquiring the cauſe of their pu- 
nifhment, I found they had all been 
travellers, and upon their return home 


Tack deceived their friends, by de- 
1 
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ſeribing places they never ſaw, and re- 
lating things that never happened: 
this gave me no concern, as 1 have 
ever confined myſelf to facts. 

As ſoon as we arrived at the ſhip, 
we unmoored, and ſet fail from this 
extraordinary country, when, to our 
aſtoniſhment, all the trees upon ſhore, 
of which there were a great number 
very tall and large, paid their reſpects. 
to us twice, bowing to exact time, and 
immediately recovered their former 
poſture, which was quite erect. 

By what we could learn of this 
CHEEsr, it was conſiderably larger 
than the continent of all Europe! 

After failing three months we knew 
not where, being ſtill without com- 
paſs, we arrived in a ſea which ap- 
peared to be almoſt black; upon 
taſting it, we found it moſt excellent 
wine, and had great difficulty to keep 

the 
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the ſailors from getting drunk with 
it: however, 1n a few hours we found . 
ourſelves ſurrounded by whales and 
other animals of an immenſe magni- 
tude; one of which appeared to be 
too large for the eye to form a judg- 
ment of: we did not ſee him till we 
were cloſe to him. This monſter drew 
our ſhip, with all her maſts ſtanding, 
and fails bent, by ſuction, into its 
mouth, between its teeth, which were 
much larger and taller than the maſt 
of a firſt-rate man of war. After we 
had been in his mouth ſome time, 
he opened it pretty wide, took in an 
immenſe quantity of water, and float- 
ed our veſſel, which was at leaſt 500 
tons burthen, into his ſtomach ; here 
we lay as quiet as at anchor in a dead 
calm. The air, to be ſure, was ra- 
ther warm, and very offenſive, We 
found anchors, cables, boats, and 

barges 


A 
barges in abundance, and a conſider- 
able number of ſhips, ſome laden and 
ſome not, which this creature had 
ſwallowed. Every thing was tranſacted 
by torch-light; no fun, no moon, no 
planet, to make obſervations from. 
We were all generally afloat and a- 
ground twice a-day: whenever he 
drank, it became high-water with us; 
and when he evacuated, we found our- 
ſelves aground: upon a moderate 
computation, he took in more water 
at a ſingle draught than is generally 
to be found in the Lake of Geneva, 
though that is above thirty miles in 
circumference. On the ſecond: day of 
our confinement in theſe regions of 
darkneſs, I ventured: at low. water, as 
as we called, it, when the ſhip- was a- 
ground, to ramble. with. the Captain, 
and a few of the other officers, with 
lights in our hands: we met with peo- 
+ We 
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ple of all nations, to the amount of 
upwards of ten thouſand; they were 
going to hold a council how to re- 
cover their liberty; ſome of them 
having lived in this animal's ſtomach 
ſeveral years, there were ſeveral chil- 
dren here who had never ſeen the 
world, their mothers having lain-in 
repeatedly in this warm ſituation. Juſt 
as the chairman was going to in- 
form us of the buſineſs upon which 
we were aſſembled, this plaguy fiſh 
becoming thirſty, drank in his uſual 
manner: the water poured in with ſuch 
impetuoſity, that we were all obliged to 
retreat to our reſpective ſhips 1mmediate- 
ly, or run the riſque of being drowned ; 
ſo:ne were obliged to ſwim for it, and 
with difficulty ſaved their lives. In a 
few hours after, we were more fortu- 
nate; we met again juſt after the 
monſter had evacuated, I was choſen 
chairman 
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chairman, and the firſt thing I did 
was t© propole {ſplicing two main- maſts 
together; and the next time he opened 
his mouth, to be ready to wedge 
them in, ſo as to prevent his ſhutting 
it, It was unanimouſly approved. 
One hundred ſtout men were choſen 
upon this ſervice. We had icarcely 
got our*maſts properly prepared, when 
an opportunity offered; the monſter 
opened his mouth : immediately the 
top of the maſt was placed againſt 
the roof, and the other end pierced his 
tongue, which effectually prevented 
him from ſhutting his mouth. As ſoon 
as every thing in his ſtomach was 
afloat, we manned a few boats, who 
rowed themfelves and us into the 
world. The day-light, after, ks near 
as we could judge, three months con- 
finement in total darkneſs, cheered 
our ſpirits ſurpriſingly. When we had 
1 | all 
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all taken our leave of this capacious 
animal, we muſtered juſt a fleet of 
ninety- five ſhips, of all nations, who 

had been in this confined fituation. 

We left the two maſts in his mouth, 
to prevent -others being confined in 
the ſame horrid gulph of darkneſs 
and filth. Our firſt object was to 
learn what part of the world we were 
in: this we were for ſome time at a 
lo to aſcertain; at laſt I found, 
from former obſervations, that we 
were in the Caſpian Sea, which waſhes 
part of the country of the Calmuck 
Tartars! How we came here, it was 
impoſſible to conceive, as this ſea has 
no communication with any other. 
One of the inhabitants of the Cheeſe 
Iſland, whom I had brought with me, 
accounted for it thus; that the mon- 
ſter, in whoſe ſtomach we had been ſo 
long confined, had carried us here 
P through 


C174) 


through ſome ſubterraneous paſſage; ; 
however, we puſhed to ſhore, and I 
was the firſt who landed. Juſt as T 
put my foot upon the ground,” aA large 
bear leaped upon me, with his fore- 
paws ; I caught one in each hand; and 
ſqueezed him till he cried out moſt 
luſtily; however, in this poſition I 
held him till I ſtarved- him to death. 
You may lavgh, gentlemen, but this 
was ſoon accompliſhed, as I prevented 
him licking his paws. From hence 
I travelled up to St. Peterſburgh a 
ſecond time; here an old friend gave 
me a moſt excellent pointer, deſcend- 
ed from the famous bitch before 
mentioned, that littered While ſhe was 
hunting a hare. I had the misfortune 
to have him ſhot ſoon after by a blun- 
dering ſportſman, who fired at him in- 
b lead of a covey of partridges which 

| he 


he had juſt ſet. - Of this creature's. 
ſkin I have had this waiſtcoat made 
(ſhewing his waiſtcoat), which always 
leads me involuntarily to game if I 
walk in the fields in the proper ſeaſon ; 
and when I come within ſhot, one of. 
the buttons conſtantly flies off, and lodges 
upon the ſpat where the ſport is; and, 
as the birds riſe, being always primed 
and cocked, 1 never - mils them, 
Here are now but three buttons left. 
I ſhall have a new ſet ſewed on againſt 
the ſhooting ſeaſon commences. 
When a covey of partridges i is diſ- 
turbed in this manner, by the button 
falling amongſt them, they always 
riſe from the ground in a direct line 
before each other. I one day, by for- 
——_ to take my ram- -rod out of my 
„ſhot it, ſtraight through a leaſh, 
4 pub a as if the cook had ſpitted | 
them, 1 had forgot to put in any 
115 2 Io ſhot, 
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ſhot, and the rod had been made ſo 
hot with the powder, that the birds 
were completely roaſted by the time I 
reached home. 

Since my arrival in England I have 
accompliſhed what I had very much 
at heart, viz. providing for the in- 
habitant *of the Cheeſe - Iſland, whom 
I had brought with me. My old 
friend, Sir William Chambers, who 
is intirely indebted to me for all his 
ideas of Chineſe gardening, by a de- 
ſcription of which he has gained ſuch 
high reputation; I ſay, gentlemen, 
in a diſcourſe which I had with this 
gentleman, he ſeemed much diſtreſſed 
for a contrivance to light the lamps 
at che new buildings, Somerſet Houſe: 
the common mode with ladders, he 
obſerved, was both dirty and incon- 
venient. My native of the Cheeſe 
Tfland popped into "oF head ; he was 
= only 
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only nine feet high when 1 ſt | 
brought ſhim, fen hiy cn cen, 
but was now increaſed to ten and an 
half: I introduced him to Sir Wil- 
liam, and he is appointed to that ho- 
nourable office. He is alſo to carry, 
under a large cloak, an utenſil in 
each coat pocket, inſtead. of theſe four 
which Sir William has very properly. 
fixed for private purpoſes in ſo cotiſpi- 
cuous à ſituation, in the great qua- 
drangle. CCC (((( 
He has alſo; obtained from Mr. 
Prrr, the ſituation of meſſenger to hid 
Majeſty's lords of the bed chamber, 
whoſe principal employment will now: 


be, divulging the ſecrets of the Royal 5 4 ; ; 
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Eutreordnary Nu gbt on the Back of an 
Eagle over France to Gibraltar, South 
and North America, the Polar Regions, 
and back to England, within fix-and= 

5 thirty W | 
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ſent Majeſty's reign I had ſome buſineſs 
with a diſtant relation who then lived 

on the iſle of Thanet; it was a family 
diſpute, and not likely to be finiſned 


ſoon. I made it a practice during my 
reſidence there, the weather being fine, 


to walk out every morning. Aſter a 
few of theſe excurſions, I obſerved an 


ohject upon a great eminence about 


three miles diſtantz I extended my 
walk to it, and found the ruins of an 
ancient temple: I approached it with 
-1 * 2 admiration 
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admiration and aſtoniſhment ; the traces 
of grandeur and -magnificence which 
yet remained were evident proofs of 


its former ſplendour : here I could not 


help lamenting the ravages and de- 


vaſtations of time, of which that once 


noble ſtructure exhibited ſuch a me- 


lancholy proof. I walked round it ſe- 
veral times, meditating on the fleeting 
and tranſitory nature of all terreſtrial. 


things: on the eaſtern end were: the 
remains of a lofty tower, near fort 


feet high, overgrown with ivy, the 


top apparently flat ; I ſurveyed it on 
every ſide very minutely, thinking that 
if I could gain its ſummit, I ſhould 


enjoy the moſt delightful proſpect of 


the circumjacent country. Animated 


with this hope, I reſolved, if poſſible, 
to gain the ſummit; which J at length 


effected by means of the ivy, though 


not without great difficulty and dan- 


— : 
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ger: the top I found covered with 
this evergreen, except a large chaſm 
In the middle. After I had ſurveyed 

with [pleaſing wonder the beauties of 
art and nature that conſpired to enrich 
the ſcene, curioſity prompted me to 
ſound the opening in the middle, in 
order to aſcertain its depth, as J enter- 
tained a ſuſpicion that it might pro- 
bably communicate with ſome unex- 
: 1 pelored ſubterranean cavern in the hill; 
but having no line, I was at a loſs 
how to! proceed. Aſter revolving 
the matter in my thoughts for ſome 
time, | J reſolved to drop a ſtone 
down, and liſten to the echo: hav- 
ing found one that anſwered my 
purpoſe, I placed myſelf over the hole 
with one foot on each ſide, and ſtoop- 
ing down to liſten, I dropped the 
ſtone; which I had no ſooner done, 
than 1 heard a ruſtling below, and ſud- 
I : denly 
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denly a monſtrous eagle put up its 
head right oppoſite my face; and 
riſing up vith irreſiſtable force, carried 
me away ſeated on its ſhoulders. I 
inſtantly graſped it round the neck, 
which was large enough to fill my 
arms; and its wings, when extended, 
were ten yards from one extremity to 
the other. As it aroſe with a regular 
aſcent, my ſeat was perfectly eaſy, 
and I enjoyed the proſpect below with 
inexpreſlible pleaſure. It hovered over 
Margate for ſome time, was ſeen. by 
ſeveral people, and many ſhots were, 
fired at it; one ball hit the heel of my 
ſhoe, but did me no injury. It then 
directed its courſe to Dover cliff, where 
it alighted, and I thought of diſmount- 
ing; but was prevented, by a ſudden 
diſcharge of muſquetry from a party 
of marines that were exerciſing on the 
beach: the balls flew about my head, 
and 
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and rattled on the feathers of the eagle 
like hail-ſtones ; yet I could not per- 


ceive it had received any injury. It 


inſtantly re- aſcended, and flew over the 
ſe ve towards Calais; but ſo very high, 

t the channel ſeemed to. be no 
broader than the Thames at London- 
bridge. In a quarter of an hour 1 
found myſelf over a thick wood in 
France, where the eagle deſcended very 


rapidly, which cauſed me to ſlip down 
to ide back part of its head; but 
*— lighting on a large tree, and raiſing 

its head, I recovered: my ſeat as before, 
but ſaw no poſſibility of diſengaging 


myſelf without the danger of being 
killed by the fall: ſo I determined to 
ſit faſt, thinking it would carry me. to 
the Alps, or ſome other high moun- 
tain, where I could diſmount without 
any danger. Aſter reſting a few mi- 


nutes it took rings” flew ſeveral: times 


178; Tp round 


( RF 2 
round the wood, and ſcreamed loud 
enough to be heard acroſs the Engliſh 
channel. In a few minutes one of the 
ſame : ſpecies aroſe out of the wood, 
and flew directly towards us: it ſur- 
veyed me with evident marks of 
diſpleaſure, and came very near me. 
After flying ſeveral times round, they 
both directed their , courſe to the 
ſouth-weſt. I ſoon obſerved that the 
one I rode upon could not keep pace 
with the other, but inclined towards 
the earth, on account of my weight: 
its companion perceiving this, turned 
round, and placed itſelf in ſuch a poſition 
that the other could reſt its head on its 
rump: in this manner they proceeded 
till noon, when I ſaw the rock of Gib- 
raltar very diſtinctly. The day being 
clear, notwithſtanding my degree 'of 
elevation, the earth's ſurface appeared 
juſt like a map, where land, ſea, lakes, 
rivers, 
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rivers, mountains, and the like, were 
perfectly diſtinguiſhable ; and having 
ſome knowledge of geography, I. was 
at no loſs to determine what part of 
the globe I was in. 

While I was Steder this won- 
derful proſpect, a dreadful howling 
ſuddenly began all around me, and in 


a a moment I was inveſted by thouſands 
of ſmall, black, deformed, frightful- 


looking creatures, who preſſed me on 


all ſides in ſuch a manner that I could 
neither move hand nor foot: but I had 
not been in their poſſeſſion more than 

ten minutes, when I heard the moſt 
- delightful muſic that can poſſibly be 

imagined; which was ſuddenly changed 
into a noiſe the moſt awful and tre- 
mendous, to which the report of can- 
non, or the loudeſt claps of thunder, 
would bear no more proportion than 

the gentle zephyrs of the evening 
to 


„ 
to the moſt dreadful hurricane: but 
the ſhortneſs of its duration N | 
all thoſe fatal effects which a prolonga- 
tion of it would certainly have been 
attended with. 

The muſic commenced, and 1 faw 
a great number of the moſt beautiful 
little creatures ſeize the other party, 
and throw them with great violence 
into ſomething like a ſnuff-box, which 
they ſhut down; and one threw 1t 
away with incredible velocity ; then 
turning to me, he ſaid, they whom he 
had ſecured were a party of devils, | 
who had wandered from their proper 
habitation; and that the vehicle in 
which they were' incloſed would fly 
with unabating rapidity for ten thou- 
ſand years, when it would burſt of its 
own accord, and the devils would re- 
cover their liberty and faculties, as at 
the preſent moment. He had no ſooner 
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finiſhed this relation than the muſic 
ceaſed, and they all diſappeared, leav- 
ing me in a ſtate of mind bordering 
on the confines of deſpair. 

When I had recompoſed myſelf a 
little, and looking before me with in- 
expreſſible pleaſure, I obſerved that 
the eagles were preparing to alight on 
the peak of Teneriffe : they deſcended 
on the top of a rock: but ſeeing no poſ- 
ſible means of eſcape if I diſmounted, 
determined me to remain where I was. 
The eagles fat down ſeemingly fa- 
tigued, when the heat of the ſun ſoon 
cauſed them both to fall afleep; nor 
did I long reſiſt its faſcinating power. 
In the cool of the evening, when the 
fun had retired below the horizon, I 
was rouſed from ſleep by the eagle 
moving under me; and having ſtretch- 
ed myſelf along its back, I fat up, and 
reaſſumed my travelling poſition, when 

they 
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they both took wing, and having 
placed themſelves as before, directed 
their courſe to South America. The 
moon ſhining bright during the whole 
night, I had a fine view of all the 
iſlands in thoſe ſeas. | 
About the break of day we reached 
the great continent of America, that 
part called Terra Firma, -and deſcend- 
ed on the top of a very high mountain. 
At this time the moon, far diſtant in 
the weſt, and obſcured by dark clouds, 
but juſt afforded light ſufficient for 
me to diſcover a kind of ſhrubbery all 
around, bearing fruit ſomething like 
cabbages, which the eagles began to 
feed on very eagerly. I endeavoured 
to diſcover my ſituation, but fogs and 
paſſing clouds involved me in the 
thickeſt darkneſs; and what rendered 
the ſcene ſtill more ſhocking, was the 
tremendous howling of wild beaſts, 
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fome of which appeared to be very 
near: however, I determined to keep 
my ſeat, imagining that the eagle 
would carry me away if any of them 
ſhould make an hoſtile attempt. When 
day hight began to appear, I thought 
of examining the fruit which I had 
ſeen the eagles eat; and as ſome 


. was hanging, which I could eaſily 


come at, I took out my kniſe, and cut 
a ſlice; but how great was my ſur- 


priſe to ſce that it had all the appear- 


ance of roaſt beef regularly mixed, 
both fat and lean! I taſted it, and 
found it well flavoured and delicious; 
then cut ſeveral large ſlices, and put 
in my pocket, where J found a cruſt 


of bread which I had brought from 


Margate; took it out, and found 
three muſket balls that had been lodg- 
ed in it on Dover cliff. I extracted 
them, and cutting a few ſlices more, 

| made 
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made a hearty meal of bread and cold 
beef fruit. I then cut down two of the 
largeſt that grew near me, and tying 
them together with one of my garters, 
hung them over the eagle's: neck for 
another occaſion, filling my pockets at 
the ſame time. While I was ſettling 
theſe affairs, I obſerved a large fruit 
like an inflated bladder, which I wiſh- 
ed to try an experiment upon; and 
ſtriking my knife into one of them, a 
fine pure liquor like Holland's gin 
guſhed out, which the eagles obſerv- 
ing, eagerly drank up from the ground. 
I cut down the bladder as faſt as 1 
could, and faved about half a pint 1n 
the bottom of it, which I taſted, and 
could not diſtinguiſh it from the beſt 
mountain wine. I drank it all, and 
found myſelf greatly refreſhed. By 
this time the eagles began to ſtagger 
againſt the ſhrubs. 1 endeavoured to 
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view the eagles, and found them ly- 
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keep my ſeat, but was ſoon thrown to 
ſome diſtance among the buſhes. In 
attempting to riſe, I put my hand 
upon a large hedge-hog, which hap- 


pened to lie among the graſs upon 
its back: it inſtantly cloſed round my 
hand, ſo that I found it impoſſible to 


ſhake it off, I ſtruck it ſeveral times 
againſt the ground without effect; but 
while I: was thus employed, I heard a 


ruſtling among the ſhrubbery, and look - 


ing up, I ſaw an huge animal within 
three yards of me: I could make no 


defence, but held out both my hands, 


when it ruſhed upon me, and ſeized 
that on which the hedge-hog was fixed 
My hand being ſoon relieved, J ran 


to ſome diſtance, where I ſaw the 


creature ſuddenly drop down, and ex- 
pire with the hedge-hog in its throat. 
When the danger was paſt, I went to- 


ing 


„ 
ing on the graſs faſt aſleep, being in- 


toxicated with the liquor they had 


drank, Indeed I found myſelf con- 
ſiderably elevated by it, and ſeeing 


every thing quiet, I began to ſearch 
for ſome more, which IJ ſoon found; 


and having cut down two large blad- 
ders, about a gallon each, I tied 
them together, and hung them over 


the neck of the other eagle; and two 
ſmaller ones 1 tied with a cord round 
my own waiſt. Having ſecured a 


good ſtock of proviſions, and per- 
ceiving the eagles begin- to recover, 
I again took my ſeat. In half an hour 


they aroſe majeſtically from the place, 


without taking the leaſt notice of their 


incumbrance: Each reaſſumed its 


former ſtätion; and directing their 
courſe to the northward, they croſſed 
the Gulf of Mexico, entered North 
America, and ſteered 2 for the 

l Polar 
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Polar regions; which gave me the 
fineſt opportunity of viewing this vaſt 
continent that can poſſibly be ima- 
gined. | a | 
Before we entered the frigid zone, 
the cold began to affect me; but 
Piercing one of my bladders, I took 
a draught, and found that it could 
make no impreſſion on me afterwards. 
Paſſing over Hudſon's Bay, I ſaw ſe- 
veral of the company's ſhips lying at 
anchor, and many tribes of Indians 
marching with their furs to market. 
By this time I was fo reconciled to 
my ſeat, and became ſuch an expert 
rider, that. I could fit up and look 
around me; but in general I lay along 
the eagle's neck, graſping it in my 
arms, with my hands immerſed in its 
[ feathers, in order to keep them warm. 
In theſe cold climates I obſerved 
that the eagles flew with greater ra- 
5 | pidity, 
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pidity, in order, I ſuppoſe, to keep 


their blood in circulation. In paſſing 
Baffin's Bay I ſaw ſeveral large Green- 
landmen to the eaſtward, and many 
ſurpriſing mountains of ice in thoſe 
ſeas. 

While I was ſurveying theſe won- 
ders of nature, it occurred to me 
that this was a good opportunity to 
diſcover the north-weſt paſſage, if any 
ſuch thing exiſted, and not only ob- 


tain the reward offered by govern- 


ment, but the honour of a diſcovery 
pregnant with ſo many advantages to 


every European nation. But while 
my thoughts were abſorbed in this 


pleaſing reverie, I was alarmed by the 
firſt eagle ſtriking its head againſt a ſolid 
tranſparent fubſtance; and in a mo- 
ment that which I rode experienced 


the ſame fate; and both fell down 


ſeemingly dead. 
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Here our lives muſt inevitably have 
_ terminated, had not a ſenſe of danger, 
and the ſingularity of my ſituation, in- 
ſpired me with a degree of ſkill and 
dexterity, which enabled us to fall 
near two miles perpendicular with as 
little inconveniency as if we had been 
let down with a rope: for no ſooner 
did I perceive the eagles ſtrike againſt 
a frozen. cloud, which is very com- 
mon near the poles, than (they being 
cloſe together) I laid myſelf along the 
back of the foremoſt, and took hold 
of its wings to keep them extended, 


at the ſame time ſtretehing out my 


legs behind to ſupport the wings of 


the other. This had the deſired ef- 
feect; and we deſcended very fafe on a 


mountain of ice, which I ſuppoſed to 


be about three miles above the level of 


the ſea. 


I diſmounted ; unloaded the copies; ; 
opened 
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opened one of the bladders, and ad- 
miniſtered ſome of the liquor to each 
of them, without once conſidering that 
the horrors of deſtruction ſeemed to 
have conſpired againſt me. The roar- 
ing of waves, craſhing of ice, and 
the howling of bears, conſpired to 
form a ſcene the moſt awful and tre- 
mendous ; but notwithſtanding this, my 
concern for the recovery of the eagles 
was ſo great, that I was inſenſible of the 
danger to which I was expoſed. Havings 
rendered them every aſſiſtance in my 
power, I ſtood over them in painful 
anxiety, fully fenſible that it was 
only by means of them that I could 
poſſibly be delivered from theſe a- 
bodes of deſpair. 
But ſuddenly a monſtrous bear be- 
gan to roar behind me, with a voice 
like thunder. I turned round, and 
Teeing the creature juſt ready to de- 

1 vour 
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vour me, having the bladder of li- 
quor in my hands, through fear I | 
ſqueezed it fo hard, that it burſt, and 
the liquor flying in the eyes of the 
animal, totally deprived it of ſight. 
It inſtantly turned from me, ran 
away in a ſtate of diſtraction „ and 
ſoon fell over a precipice of ice into 
the ſea, where I ſaw it no more. 

The danger being over, I again 


8 hs] my attention to the eagles, 


whom I found in a fair way of reco- 
very; and ſuſpecting chat they were 
faint for want of victuals, I took one 
of the beef fruits, cut it into ſmall 
Nices, and preſented them with it, 

which they devoured with avidity. 
Having given them plenty to eat 
and drink, and diſpoſed of the re- 
mainder of my proviſion, I took poſ- 
ſeſſion of my ſeat as before. After 
pol myſelf, and adjuſting every 
thing 
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hs in the beſt manner, I began to 
eat and drink very heartily; and through 


the effects of the mountain, as I called F 
it, was very cheerful, and began to ſing. 


a few verſes of a ſong, which I had 
learned when I was a boy: but the 


noiſe ſoon alarmed the eagles, who had 
been aſleep, through the quantity of 
liquor which they drank, and they- 


aroſe ſeemingly much terrified, Hap- 


pily for me, however, when I was 


feeding them, I had accidently turn- 
ed their heads towards the ſouth-eaſt, . 
which courſe they purſued with a ra- 


pid motion. In a few hours I ſaw the 
weſtern iſles; and ſoon after had the 
inexpreſſible pleaſure of ſeeing Old 
England. I took no notice of the ſeas 


or iſlands over which I paſſed. | 
The eagles deſcended gradually as 
they drew near the ſhore, intending, 
as I ſuppoſed, to alight on one of the 
R Welch 
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Welch mountains; but when they 
came to the diſtance of about ſixty 
yards, two guns were fired at them, 
loaded with balls, one of which took 
Place in a bladder of liquor that hung 
to my waiſt; the other entered the 
breaſt of the foremoſt eagle, who fell 
to the ground, while that which 1 
rode, having received no injury, flew 
away with amazing ſwiftneſs. 
This circumſtance alarmed me ex- 
ceedingly, and I began to think it was 
impoſſible for me to eſcape with my 
life; but recovering a little, I once 
more, looked down upon the earth; 
when, to my inexpreſſible joy, I faw 
Margate at a little diſtance, and the 
eagle defcending on the old tower 
whence it had carried me on the morn- 
ing of the day before. It no ſooner | 
came down, than I threw myfelf off, 
happy to find that 1 was once more 
reſtored 
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reftored to the world. The eagle flew 
away in a few minutes, and I fat down 


to compoſe my fluttering ſpirits, which 


I did in a few hours. 

1 ſoon paid a vifit to my friends, and 
related theſe adventures. Amazement 
ſtood in every countenance ;. their con- 
gratulations on my returning in ſafety: 


were repeated with an unaffected degree 
of pleaſure, and we paſſed the evening, 


as we are doing now, every perſon 
preſent paying the higheſt compli- 
ments to my COURAGE and VERACMrx. 
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